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editors letter 


‘Small gardens are tricky to get right. Creating 
an enjoyable atmosphere and making the most 
of limited space requires careful planning and 
ruthless editing, It’s not only what you decide to 
include but what you decide to take out that 
counts. For this issue we've tracked down four 
diverse and carefully designed spaces to inspire 
you, and have included plenty of tips and 
insights from the garden makers themselves. 
On an entirely different scale, Arabella Lennox-Boyd’s design for a 

family garden in Sussex runs to three acres. The challenge here was to 
accommodate the needs of both adults and children, as well as to ensure 
the garden celebrated the beauty of the surrounding landscape. Looking 
‘over your garden fence for inspiration is the subject of Annie Guilfoyle’s 


Design Ideas feature, in which she recommends referencing local 
materials, plants and shapes to ensure a cohesive look. We also offer lots 
of planting inspiration this month, with advice from specialist growers of 
lavender, crocosmia and scented pelargoniums. Scented pelargoniums 
(or, as a friend of mine calls them, pegarloniums) are quite addictive. 
‘Whether it’s the array of scents, the tactile quality of their leaves or just the 
prettiness of the plants themselves, once you've fallen for one, you'll 
inevitably be sniffing out more. Just make sure you've enough space for a 
collection before it gets out of control. 

Thope you enjoy the issue. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a 
digital edition - search ‘Gardens lilustrated’ 
on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 
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FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and ‘American plantsman, 
gardener at Great presenter of BEC plant hunter, horticultural 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. ‘writer and lecturer. 


ALYS FOWLER 
Kew-trained gardener, 
author and television 
presenter. 


DAN PEARSON 
Garden designer, 
plantsman and 
columnist, 
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‘August plants Great Dixter’s head gardener 
Fergus Garrett chooses this month's best plants 
Plant profile: Scented pelargoniums These 
irresistible little plants are a fizzing delight for 
the eyes, nose and fingers 

Dutch courage Bastin Nursery brings a touch 
of the Mediterranean to the Netherlands 
Hidden depths Trecanna Nursery specialises 

in South African plants, including crocosmia 


Small gardens 
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All things to all people Designer. writer and 
presenter Ann-Marie Powell has managed to 
incorporate areas for relaxation, socialising and 
children’s play into her own small plot 

Bigger on the inside A touch of architectural 
intervention has enabled landscape architect 


36 


Deborah Nagan to produce a garden that 
belies its small dimensions 

‘Small space, big ideas This masterpiece of 
dense planting has turned a small London back 
garden into a space that enchants and delights 
no matter what time of year 

Courtyard serenity Designer Spencer Viner has 
created a garden that radiates calm and luxury, 
despite measuring a mere eight metres square 


Places 


44 


Design for life In West Sussex, Arabella 
Lennox-Boyd has created a beautiful garden 
that allows family life to flourish 

New horizons Designer Chris Ghyselen is 
leading the way in Belgium with his radical use 
of perennials and the garden hedge 

Orderly glory This walled garden achieves great 
beauty through a sense of order 
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New gardening talent James English of 
Cambridge University Botanic Garden 
Who's who Profile of Lynden B Miler, New 
York's pre-eminent public garden designer 
and parks advocate 

Stark climes On returning from Iceland, 
award-winning columnist Frank Ronan reels 
from the shock of the primitive 


Design news The latest projects and events, 
including a restoration at Strawberry Hill 
Design ideas: Linking garden and landscape 
‘Sometimes inspiration is right on the other side 
of your garden fence 

Design sourcebook We select nine of our 
favourite garden barbecues 


BEE 


Editor's letter 
Contributors 

Dig in: news The latest from the world of 
gardens, including London's ‘urban orchard, 
and a new campaign for roadside verges 
Gardener's notes Trim lavender: control 

vine weevils; feed agapanthus 

Shop front Best buys for small gardens 
‘Subscription offer Free one month trial when 
you subscribe to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 

Book reviews New books for gardeners, 
including The Wildlife Gardener and 

Weeds, Weeding (& Darwin) 

Readers’ letters Share your thoughts, plus 
Talking Point on the importance of public parks 
Crossword and buying single issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in September 


JANE SEBIRE 

Jane has been a photographer 
for 25 years, initially working in 
portraits, but nowadays she 
enjoys travelling the country 
photographing gardens. On 
page 44 you can see the 
results of her visit to a West 
‘Sussex family garden that is 
both beautiful and practical 


“| thought the light in this garden was wonderful beyond 
all my expectations, And it made my job so easy!” 


TIM RICHARDSON 
Timis.a garden writer, historian 
and critic. His latest book is The 
New English Garden. Timis also 
the founder-director of the 
Chelsea Fringe festival and 
wrote Oxford University’s 
landscape history course. His 
Visit to Deborah Nagan’s small 
gardens detailed on page 32 


“It was proof positive that even small gardens can be pretty 
intense when designed with flair and intelligence.” 


JOJO TULLOH 

Jojo writes about food and 
gardens and ways to live now. 
Her book The Modern Peasant ~ 
‘Adventures in City Food has just 
been published by Chatto & 
Windus and details the world of 
independent food producers. 
On page 40 she visits a Japanese 
style garden in London. 


“it was good to see how ambitious design and thoughtful 
planting can transform even the smallest of plots.” 


ELKE BORKOWSKI 
Arenowned garden 
photographer for 25 years, 
Elke works mainly for German 
magazines and has published 
several books. She loves 
pottering in her own country 
garden in Germany. You can see 
the results of her visit to Bastin 
Nursery on page 64. 


“Bastin is brimming with perfume, bees and colour. I never 
expected such a mediterranean spirit in the Netherlands.” 
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Bulb planting 
at Great Dixter 


Spend a day with Great Dixter’s head gardener Fergus DATE 
Garrett, gathering ideas and advice on bulb planting and Monday 21 October 2013 
combinations to ensure spring starts with a burst of colour 


HELD AT 


Using the gardens and borders at Great Dixter as inspiration, 
Great Dixter, near Hastings 


Fergus Garrett talks through the varied uses of bulbs in the 

garden. Pl ideas will include: naturalised plan in East Sussex 

grass and meadows; using bulbs mixed within permanent 

border plantings; using bulbs as pocket plantings and PROGRAMME 

creating bulb displays in containers. Fergus will also give 9.45am Arrival and coffee 
Distr inthe spit nnevation for vice en how to deal with bulbs after lowering and wh 
Which its late owner Ch advice on how to deal with bulbs after flowering and what NOariilicand ternonshratons: 


to consider when buying your bulbs. There will be practical by Fergus Garrett on using 


bulbs in the garden 


demonstrations throughout the day, plus the opportunity 
to buy bulbs from the nursery at a 10 per cent discount. 


12.45pm Champagne Taittinger 
reception in the Great Hall, 
followed by lunch 
TO BOOK CALL 1.45pm Further ideas and 
demonstrations on bulb planting 
4.30pm Tea in the nursery, plus 
the Buea to buy bulbs 
£% 
@ aD 


OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


CHAMPAGNE 


TAITTINGER 


Revives 


The journey is just the start of the adventare 


BOOKING 
DISCOUNT 


ON SELECTED 
2014 EUROPEAN 
HOLIDAYS 


Day 5: Portofino 


Discover this delightful comer of Italy, from the hidden gems of the Cinque Terre 
villages and glamorous Portofino to the extraordinary sights of Pisa and the lovely 


walled city of Lucca. 


Day 1: To Mulhouse. Depart from 

St Pancras International to Paris before 
continuing to Mulhouse for an overnight 
stay. 


Day 2: First Class rail to Italy. We travel by 
train to Sestri Levante for seven nights at the 
Villa Balbi Hotel 


Day 3: A day at leisure. Enjoy free time to 
explore the Sestri Levante promontory, split 
between the fishing village of the Baia del 
Silenzio and the livelier promenade of the 
Baia delle Favole. 


Day 4: Excursion to the Cinque Terre. 
Explore the UNESCO World Heritage site 
of enchanting villages clinging to rugged 
cliffs. The train winds along the dramatic 
coastline, through tunnels and terraced 
vineyards to Riomaggiore for a clifftop walk 
on the ‘Via dell'Amore’ to Manarola before 
continuing to Vernazza. 


painted houses lead down to sleek yachts in 
the harbour. Continue along the coastline 
to the Abbey of San Fruttuoso where the 
bronze Cristo degli Abissi stands on the sea 
bed, said to protect local divers 


Day 6: A day at leisure. Enjoy a free day, 
perhaps to visit Genoa, take a boat to Cinque 
Terre villages or to Santa Margherita Ligure, 
with an impressive 16th century castle. 


Day 7: Pisa and Lucca. Travel to Pisa fora 
guided tour including the famous leaning 
tower, medieval Duomo and marble 
Baptistry then continue to the walled Roman 
city of Lucca to explore at leisure. 


Day 8: Excursion to Camogli. Travel by 
train to the picturesque fishing village for a 
guided tour. 


Day 9: Turin. Travel by train to Turin for an 
overnight stay in the historic city. 


Day 10: To London. Travel by First Class 


(Standard Premier Class rail travel 
on Eurostar journeys with a light meal 
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GREAT RAIL 
JOURNEYS 


EXCELLENT 
VALUE 


- With so much included - 


First & Standard Class rail travel 


and drinks) 


9 nights’ hotel accommodation with 


breakfast each day 
A lunch &5 dinners 


Full-day excursion to Cinque Terre 


Cruise to Portofino 


Full-day excursion to Lucca and Pisa 


Half-day excursion to Camogli 
Alltransfers 


Accompanied by a professional 
Tour Manager throughout 


21 departures between 


24th Aug 2013 & 28th Sep 2014 


10 day holiday from 
£1,575 


rail to Paris and transfer to the Eurostar @SaAI94 


Day 5: Portofino and San Fruttuoso. Cruise > 
service to St Pancras International. BRITISH 


to the famous resort for lunch, where pastel~ 


BEST OVERALL 
HOLIDAY 


tae, TOUR OP! 


- BOOK NOW - 


or request a free brochure 


01904 734 232 


Our UK tour advisors are 
here 7 days a week 


Immerse yoursefin culture on the Picturesque, peaceful and perfectly placed 
Lunspoilt’hee!’ of aly, arugged, rural and _ for our vsitsto Verona and Venice, this is 3 
breathtakingly beautiful region ‘wonderful and relaxing holiday 
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ABTA BOOKWITH 1007 CONFIDENCEFLIGHT INCLUSIVE oe 
HOLIDAYS AREATOL PROTECTED, NONFUGHTINCLUSIVE 5 
‘NSTAN2"78_- HOLIDAYS AREFINANCIALLY PROTECTED BY ABTA, 


www.GreatRail.com 
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GARDEN ART Octavia Ses 


Octavia’s Orchard on South Bank }- 
The busy commuter concourse alongside London's South Sanka 
Centre has been transformed into arilirban orchard. Visitors ar 
invited to sit amid fruit trees and mimiature meadows - all planted 
in 35 galvanized bins, like those more'typieall 
council housing estates. Created by arehiteetural practice What i 
If:Projects as part of the Eestival of z 1 
named in honour of Nati@mal, Trost fodder and le theeen 

ia ive all urban workers 

the tree wit 
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White Coffage 
Greenhouses 


The best of both worlds... 


A traditional timber glasshouse with powder-coated 
aluminium roof. The character and beauly you only get 
from real timber, without the maintenance headaches. 


Designed to sit comfortably in any garden, our 6’-1” wide 


‘Deco’ greenhouses are available in three lengths offering 
unrivalled and value to the di g alist. 
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A career in. 
garden design? 


Level 2 (Foundation) Certificate 

in Garden Design 

STARTING SEPTEMBER 2013 

ENFIELD CENTRE 

STARTING JANUARY 2014 

REGENT’S PARK CENTRE 

> One day a week for 33 weeks. 

> Specially designed for those considering a career in 
garden design. 

> Equips students with the skills and knowledge to 
undertake higher courses. 

> Focuses on horticulture, plant knowledge and use, 
drawing, design and graphics. 

Students achieve a Level 2 Certificate in Garden and 

Planting Design, which is an excellent foundation for 

progression on to level 3 professional training in garden 

design (diploma). 


Students win talent 
competition at RHS Chelsea 
Flower Sho 
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TT : 
Phe RHS competition was for individuals starting out in 
The RHS compe been 


den Design stude 
nd Anna Murph 
highlight the plight of 
is. Former fashion r¢ e rson sai 
hibit at Chelse: 
and it’s all due to th 
dd at Capel Manor Colleg 
etition will certainly spur us on to 
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CAMPAIGN 


On the verge 

Have you noticed how some of our best 
wildflower displays are along our road 
verges? These thin strips of grassland 
running the length and breadth of the UK 
are home to over two thirds of all our 
wildflowers, supporting over 1,000 species, 
many of them on the ‘at risk’ list, as well as 
providing vital food sources for our 
pollinators. However, you might also have 
noticed how often these verges get cut 
down or mown just as the flowers reach 
their peak. Charity Plantlife wants the 
public to support their campaign to urge 
local councils to review maintenance 
policies so that these precious wildflower 
habitats can be allowed to flourish. Find 
out more about the Verges Campaign at 
www.plantlife.org.uk/roadvergecampaign 


dig in news 


ENVIRONMENT 
Recycle and reuse 


Ifyou've got a burgeoning collection of 
unwanted plastic plant pots, you can now 
drop these off at any Garden Centre Group 
nursery, or any nursery participating in the 
Pots to Products scheme. The pots are 
then collected by product design company 
A Short Walk for recycling into other useful 
garden products, including plant holders, 
labels, outdoor clocks and garden chalk 
boards, Find out more at www.ashortwalk 
com/eco_products_for_the_garden.php 


FIRESIDE CHAT 

Start your campfires and barbecues 
with these natural firelighters. Made 
from wood shavings dipped in wax, the 
-to-light and long-burning Flamer. 
ensure that your fire starts properly. 
Available through garden centres, 
nurseries and campsites, as well as 


online at www.certainlywood.co.uk 


GARDENFISTORY 

*”A Winkle in your eye 

The historic landscape gardens 
‘of Painshill are.once againat iste, 


+ festoration dn the crystal gro 
©@driginally created in thelsth 

egicentury alfa inspired by the 

Y grottoes in'italian Renaissance 


gardehs, Painishill’s unusual 

PP u/ifeatlires include thousands of 
Ndetibite yesh. Guartmand 
botite erystals in stalactite 


ination: Visitors Pah marvel at 
the Sightat weekends between 
1-4pm (subjeet to change'so please 
check before travelling). Tel 01932 


868113 S0Wipainshill. cours 
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dig in news 


TO BUY 


Practical 
gardening 

This simple yet practical 
garden apron in pale grey is 
made of 100 per cent linen. 
Itis designed and made in 
Britain as part of a limited 
edition range from The Linen 
Works, £40, Tel 020 7819 
7620, www.thelinenworks. 
co.uk. You will also find other 
products from The Linen 
Works stocked by Cowdray 
Farm Shop in West Sussex 
www.cowdray.co.uk 


Calder at the Castle 


EVENT 

Fiery fiesta 

Celebrate the sunshine at West Dean's popular Chilli Festival where Specialist floral displays, Q&A session and the 
you'll find stalls, food, music, entertainment and of course plenty of | [uA it. 1-4 August, 10am 

chilli plants. In fact there's over 250 varieties of chillin West Dean's (non RHS members). RHS Garden Hyde Hall, Cr 
glasshouses, Plus new for this year, you can camp at the festival and Lane, Rettendo 


enjoy the party atmosphere as the sun goes down. 9-11 August, 


www.westdean.org.uk/events 
non he our fruit 
oo 5, (This is a partner course to 
ornhayes Nursery, St 
Dulford, Cullompton, Devon EX15 2DF. 


thornhay 


rating the height of the growin, 


g garden. 10 August, 1-4pm. 
try to the gardens £4.51 
The University of C 


OX1 4AZ.Tel( botanic-garden. 


GROW a tour of the gardens 


A world of gardening ment, plus Pick u 


nically. Book in ach 


Johnsons Seeds’ new range of World Botanic Seeds is inspired by a 
selection of plants brought back from around the globe by the plant 
hunters of the 18th and 19th century. The range, which includes 66 
different varieties, features garden favourites such as agapanthus 
and cosmos. Proceeds from sales also go towards helping Plant 


eley Park, Guildford, Surrey GU3 1 


w.loseleypark.c 


Heritage’s Threatened Plants Appeal, aimed at safeguarding the 
future range and diversity of 
garden plants 
increasingly under 
threat from 
changing fashions, 
disease and mass 
propagation. Find out 
more at www. 
plantheritage.com and 
www.johnsons-seeds.com 


al.12-14 August, 10am-ipm, £40. 
entre (Bedford), 6 Rothsay Gardens, 


ighout the historic market 
t. food, art and 
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CGhenias Winer (MBC 


Chenies, Buckinghamshire WD3 6EP 
01494 762888 


(M25 — Ext 18- A404 
towards Amersham), 


Open Every 

Wednesday & 

Thursday and Bank 

Holiday Monday 

2-5pm. 

The enchanting 

gardens are full of 

flowers with special display of Dablias from early July, the varied 
gardens include a Physic Garden, Walled Kitchen Garden, Yew 
Maze. Garden tours can be arranged in advance. 

‘The Manor House is steeped in history and has been featured 
in publications and many times on television. It was a favourite 
house of Queen Elizabeth and rumour has it that the ghost of 
Henry Vill haunts it. 

Delicious home made teas available. Shop and Plants for sale. 


Adults Admission House & Garden £7. Garden only £5. 


www.cheniesmanorhouse.co.uk 


A il 


The largest collection of decorative ironwork in the country. Allon display! 


VISIT US; 


Whitehall, Aston, Oswestry, 
‘Shropshire SY11 4JH 

Tel: 01691 610952 

www. 


(@BLACH COUNTRY) 


FRENCH 
GARDENS 
TODAY 


Brittany and Paris —Ile de France 


Days with arranged private 
Visits of innovative gardens. 


www.frenchgardenstoday.co.uk 
01423 326 300 


SUSAN 
WORNER 
TOURS 


Loire & Le Berry — 
Fruits of the Potager 


Potager gardens & cooking 
at La Prieuré d'Orsan 


Www.susanwornertours.com 


01904 651651 @ 


te Dorothy Clive 
www stohyctiveanian aouk Goat’ ico 


° ‘Edible Seti ina Seediond setting. 
+ Environmentally friendly & sustainable. 
+ New interpretational panels. 


Open daily 1st April - 30th September 


Garden 10am - 5.30pm * Tea room Ham - 5pm 
Porndrieatnn prec eres hentinet event ant a emer norton 
Visit www.dorothyclivegarden.co.uk 
or email: info@dorothyclivegarden.co.uk 
or telephone: 01630 647237 


The Inchbald School of Garden Design 


“Inchbald’s 40 years of 
experience in teaching garden 
design made choosing their 
online course eas 
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Sarah Hammond 
www.sarahhammonddesign.com 
Online Garden Design Graduate 


I’ve been working as a designer for a number of years 
and took the course as | wanted to consolidate and 
develop my knowledge and skills and also gain the 
confidence to grow my business beyond a local, word of 
mouth operation. | saw the Inchbald with its reputation 
and standing, and the fact that it offered a challenging, 
rigorous course as the perfect place to do that. 
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dig in gardening talent 


a 


James English 


Now part of the team at Cambridge University Botanic Garden, it was the Historic and 
Botanic Gardens Bursary Scheme (HBGBS) that launched James’ horticultural career 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory Pulling a piece of Bergenia out of 

a bed ina new business park development as a child. | took it 
home and stuck it in the ground despite it having no roots. 

The clump is stil growing in my Dad's garden today. 

Favourite garden? Cambridge University Botanic Garden’ 

I ove the broad, all encompassing collection there, with examples 
of almost all types of plants that are garden worthy. 
Aworthwhile tip for every gardener Learn as many plant 
names as possible: this is superb knowledge for working within 
the industry worldwide. 

Dream plant destination New Zealand. | am aware of the 
uniqueness of most of the plants there and would love to see so 
many of these plants, most of which | am unfamiliar with. 

Who would you most like to have tea and cake with in the 
garden? David Attenborough without a shadow of a doubt. 

He has totally inspired me from an early age with his many natural 
history television documentaries. 


Favourite planting style? Naturalistic. Whether it's prairie planting, 
meadows or herbaceous borders - I've always loved seeing plants 
growing naturally, without too much intervention and ‘manicuring: 
Unsung hero of the plant world? Cotoneaster horizontalis ~ such 
an overused ‘car park plant’ however it really earns its place when 
well positioned in a garden. Beautifully dense carpets of fragrant 
white flowers followed by masses of bright red berries — perfect for 
covering a dry bank where others don't do so well. 

Biggest challenge facing gardeners today Probably finding 

a good enough wage to live on. The money just isn't being 

made available as yet for gardeners to earn anywhere near what 
their desk-cdwelling counterparts do, despite the high level of skill 
involved with the job. 

Favourite gardening blogs? Andrew Turvey's Plant Doctor’ blog 
is great as it keeps me up to date with recent developments at 
Myddelton House (where | did my HBGBS placement). 

Contact email address james english@live.co.uk 


nemone tomentosa 

4: isnft the most refined or richly col6tred but it's 
certainly the most vigorous of the Chinese anemones, 
Imaking it Very useful as a host. Its strength means you 

an successfully under and interplant it with early 

oMpanions such as Galanthus nivalis, Allium ‘Purple 
Sensation’ and Gladiolus communis by 
allows occasional self-sowers likelionesty, Welsh 
Poppies, and Smyrnium perfoliatum to interlope within 
it, before the anemone smothers the space with 
handsome leaves, flowering from July to September. 
‘True to its name and coVered throughoultin tiny hairs, 
the flowers are pretty pale pink from yellow centre. 


Height/spread 1.5m x Im. 

Origins China. 

Conditions Rich soil in full sun or semi-shade. 
Hardiness rating USDA 3a-8b', 

Season July - September. 


dig in nurseryman’s favourites 


August plants 


Your late-summer palette can look better than ever with these 
recommendations from Great Dixter’s head gardener 


FERGUS GARRETT SHARON PEARSON 


Hardy in our part of the world, this salvia is 
an invaluable injection of blue all summer 
long. Upright, sturdy and self-supporting. 
Has square stems and serrated, fresh-green, 
‘ovate, aromatic leaves with deep purple- 


Fergus Garrettisa blue, double-lipped flowers held on 
debating prominent green calyxes, each with a 

Rein nae protruding snake's tongue of female parts. 
Sussex He also ‘The male parts are hidden within the keeled 
lectures, writes and lower labia of each flower. The flowers are 
enor fon held on long terminal spikes and continue 
Society committees | oer along period as the plant continues 


to flower on axillary side branches. 


Height/spread 2m x 80cm. AGM" 
Origins A wide section of South America 
Conditions Moist, well-drained soil, full sun. 
Hardiness rating USDA 92-11 

‘Season July - October 


Fittingly named after an Ecuadorian 
volcano, this isa tall and graceful 
collarette dahlia with exotic bi-coloured 
flowers made up of discs of broad outer 
ray petals, rich carmine red in colour, 
and elegantly twisted at the tip. These 
are brought blazingly to life with an 
inner collar of numerous smaller, 
vibrant yellow rays. The effect is light 
but striking, with the flowers carried 

at and above head height on naked 
slender stems. Soaring well above many 
of its border companions, the dazzling 
heads wave gently and elegantly in 


the slightest breeze. 
*Holds an Award 
of Garden Merit Height/spread 2m x 70cm. 
et OR oe . Origins Bred in 1959 by J Crutchfield. 
eee Conditions Good soil and full sun. 
lardiness ratings 


given where available Season July to first frosts. 


This is one of the most exciting and 
luxurious of all dahlias. A green-leaved, 
medium cactus with voluptuous flowers 
fused in deep rich magenta produced 
over along period on strong stems. The 
centre of each flower glows neon purple 
as the spiky petals unfurl. Be careful as 
inferior interlopers come under the same 
name these are lighter and brash pink 
and don't have the depth of the quality of 
the original. Christopher Lloyd beautifully 
interplanted ‘Hillcrest Royal’ with white 
variegated Arundo donax vs 
A faultless dahlia for colour lovers. 


. versicolor, 


Height/spread 1.5m x 70cm. AGM. 
Origins Bred by Les Jackson. 

Conditions Moist. well-drained soil, full sun 
Hardiness rating RHS H3. 

Season July - October 


Dahlia Trials at the RHS 
Places eaieaae nee 
There are 86 dahlias in 
to visit this year’s RHS Trial. This 
is an active tral with dozens 
Fergusshares some of Banta Pir erdeby 
his favourite places to side. and visitors are invited 
seeplantsat their best. _togive their views on which 
they consider are the best. 


Voting papers will be 
available, and those with 
the greatest number of 
votes will become the 
“People’s Choice’ Don't 


A lax medium-sized evergreen shrub with 
long rangy stems decorated with soft 
textured, glossy green spiny leaves. When in 
flower it makes an impressive sight, the bush 
heavily laden with long dangling racemes 
clustered with small greenish white flowers, 
scenting the air with sweet honey. The 
perfume is particularly strong at night, 
attracting moths and many other night 
flying insects — an ideal place to set up a 
strong light and see what turns up. Performs 
best when given a warm wall, making a 
comfortable billowing evergreen mass. 


Height/spread 3m x 2.5m. AGM. 

Origins Native of western China. 
Conditions Moist, well-drained soil and a 
warm, sheltered sunny site 

Hardiness rating RHS H3, USDA 4a-9b. 
Season August. 


a luxurian’ 
Sturdy upright canes supporting a zig-zag 
of alternating side branches, each with large, 
finely dissected palmate leaves comprising 

a dozen or so thin drooping fingers. The 
whole plant is rippled with hairs, and has 
reddish undertones to the stems and the 


undersides of leaves. The overall eect is not 
too dissimilar to a herbaceous palm tree — 
plants in our Exotic Garden are often 
mistaken for miniature palms, Loose 


clusters of cream flowers emerge from 
a lacework of small globular buds, 


Height/spread 2m x Im (3m plus in its 
native land). AGM. 

Origins Rainforests of Brazil 

Conditions Moist, well-drained soil in 
dappled shade, Needs a hothouse in winter 
Hardiness rating USDA 102-11. 

Season Year-round as a foliage plant. 


visit once but several 
times, if you can, up 
Until October. 

Regional Dahlia 
shows throughout the 
month of August. Visit 
the show calendar on the 
National Dahlia Society's 
website at www.dahlia:nds. 
couk to seea busy calendar 
of flower shows including 
the Leeds Flower Show 
(3-4 August), Heald Green 
Horticultural Society 


A sumptuous canna with spectacular, 
large oval, wide and plump, deep reddish- 
brown leaves, rippled with muscles, curled 
and twisted making a compact structure 
as solid asa piece of sculpture. Large rich 
reddish-orange flowers follow, held on 
the top of stems resembling flamboyant 
handkerchiefs glowing like red hot 
beacons, Leaves glisten in strong sunshine. 
Plants are slow to increase and are best 
brought on under glass and not planted 
out until night temperatures are around 
10°C or higher, 


Height/spread 1.5m x 50cm. AGM. 
Origins May be synonymous with Canna 
‘La France’ introduced by Carl Sprenger. 
Conditions Rich moist soil in full sun. 
Hardiness rating RHS H3, USDA 7b-1L 
Season July — October 


(17 August), The West havea mouthwatering 
Wales Dahlia Society (19 range of plants that they 
August), The Cornish have collected in the wild, 
Dahlia Society Show (24 many of which you won't 
August), Norfolk and Suffolk be able to see anywhere 


Dahlia coccinea isa highly variable 
species in the wild and in cultivation. 

This superior form given to us by Lady 
Mary Keen is tal, elegant but not too 
wispy and wonderfully robust, making a 
dramatic show of ruby red flowers above 
filigree rich green leaves. The single flowers 
are delicately nodding, giving the plant a 
bashful and self-conscious expression 
making it ideal for an informal situation, 
The flowers are free and not stiff with an 
overlapping ring of long, gently twisting 
ray florets incurved around a central yellow 
disc and carried on long stems. 


Height/spread 2m x 70cm 
Origins Species is indigenous to Mexico. 
Conditions Good soil in full sun. 

Season July to the first frosts. 


dig in nurseryman’s favourites 


Amicia z ris 
A bizarre and curious shrubby perennial that 
belongs somewhere in alien outer space. 
Makes an awkward upright shape, with 
stems pushing up from ground level, hung 
with alternating grey-green leaves composed 
of four, pinnate, compound, cleft-tipped and 
heart-shaped leaflets, These fold shut by 
night only to open the next day and are held 
‘on stems decorated in conspicuous rounded 
pale green stipules, heavily veined reddish 
purple. Yellow pea flowers follow in late 
summer. Deceptively hardy, bouncing back 
from temperatures as low as -10°C, especially 
if given a protective mulch. 


Height/spread 2.5m x Im. 
Origins Mountains of Mexico. 
Conditions Well-drained soil in full sun 
Hardiness rating RHS H2, USDA 7b-9b. 
‘Season July to first frosts. 


Dibleys Nurseries. 
Asuper nursery started 
by Rex Dibley in 1976 
and the place to go to 
find interesting foliage 


Dahlia Society Show (26 else. Reserve several begonias. In May Dibleys 


August), Horsham & District hours fora visit to take won its 2ath Chelsea 
Chrysanthemum and Dahlia tall in. Open 28 March Gold Medal, and their 
Show (31 August) andmany  - 14 September. Crig Streptocarpus ‘Harlequin 
more, You'llbe amazed at Farm Plants, Grifith’s Blue'was named as the 
thehigh standards at these Crossing, Caernarfon, RHS Plant of the Decade, 


Gwynedd LL55 ITU. = + . £ 
Tel 01248 670232. DiblefS Nurseries, North Wales, 
www.crug-farm.co.uk & 


Lanelidan, Ruthin, N. Wales 
1521. Tel 01978 790677. 
wow.dibleys.com 


regional shows. 
Crig Farm Plants. Sue 
and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones 
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INSPIRATION 
FOR EVERY SEASON 


AYEAR OF 


PAINS 


Inspiration foi Sy) season 


A Year of Plants is essential reading 
for gardeners looking for inspired 
planting ideas to enrich their gardens 
from early spring to late winter. 


& Chosen by leading experts — 
including head gardener Fergus 
Garrett, plantsman Dan Pearson 
and nurserywoman Chris Marchant 


@ Hardy, easy-to-grow perennials 


@ Beautiful plants for every 
month of the year 

m@ GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED 


subscribers get 
FREE P&P! 


i Z , 


Season-by-season 
guide to plants 


Sumptuous photos 
to inspire you 


More than 200 
plants recommended 


BUNGY OQURICORY TODAY! 


Available from WHSmiths and all good newsagents 


or buy online at www.buysubscriptions.com/ayearofplants 
Or call 0844 844 0253) and quote AYPHA13 


*UK subscribers to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED receive free postage on this special edition. Prices including postage for non-subscribers and residents 
outside of the UK: £9.99 (UK), £12.99 (EU), £13.49 (ROW). All orders are subject to availabilty. Please allow 28 days for delivery. ‘Calls to this number from a BT landline 
will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 


Dig in gardener’s notes 


The good fight 


As this variable summer continues, it’s important to remain vigilant, 
trimming, feeding and battling for the welfare of your plants 


LIA LEENDERTZ PETRABORNER 


‘The lavender has finished flowering, and so wants one of its two 
annual trims. I don't like a rangy, 


y lavender and I completely 
love a tightly dipped one, but hack back into woody stems and the 
thing will die, The key is the double tri 
flowers (no harm in plunging them into 


I chop off those spent 
jar of caster sugar for 


lavender scented sugar, or sewing them en masse into little moth- 
discouraging pillows) and clip a little into the new growth. This spurs 


the production of shoots further down the stems and I can prune the 


plant back to those in September. New neat growth should follow. 


‘Those of us who garden heavily in pots have one sworn enemy: the 
vine weevil This is the time of year when the action is taking place, 
though you won't know it — the grubs are all underground, eating Y) 
their way through the roots until the plant is left almost entirely 


ni 


r" 
5 b, 


unsupported. But you can treat now, with a biological control, 


SS (\ 
— 
and I do it every few years as a preventative measure. Green ) 
Gardener (www.greengardener.co.uk) will send you Nemasys S 
Vine Weevil Killer: a pack of live nematodes to mix in your 


wat 


ing can and water on to your plants. 


1 acquired a huge cracked plastic pot of agapanthus during the 
clear-out of alate great aunt's garden. It was stuffed with closely 


packed agapanthus roots that produced multiple blue firework 


ae 
\ 
flowers year after year. Eventually, gult-ridden, I prised it from its } 
pot, split it and planted it out, which kindness it repaid by refusing 
to flower for several years. Now back in pots, it has still never 
regained former glories, and I have been told that the key is to feed it 
while it is flowering this year. This is when the flower buds are being 


set, so use something high in potash such as tomato or comfrey feed. 


—ZATSS 


Sow salad leaves for winter cutting: oriental mustards, hardy lettuces, 
Swiss chard and kale. 

Sow green manures on areas tobe ft falow for winter Y 
Prune trained fruit, shortening spurs and cutting out wayward shoots. 

Even if it's raining remember to water containers deeply. Old washing up 
water's the perfect way to soak them through. 


a 


Mini-mod: 
Make the most of even the tiniest of gardens with a selection 
of stylish and practical storage, tools and accessories 


PHOTOGRAPHS SEAN MALYON STYLING NIKI GOSS 


Folding garden furniture helps you make the most of a small spac® asiteaiBeeasily stored away when not 
inuse. This smart set of ziné cafe style table aid chairs is £165 from: The Balcony Gardener 0207 431 5553, 
www.thebalconygardener.com. Add-abit of partyatmosphere With a string of festoon lights — each setafithese: 
ifidoor-outdoor party lights has 20 white low voltage LED lights, ancup.to.30-sets tah be strung together. £29.99. 
per set, plus outdoor low voltage transformenpack £6 from Lights4Fun.co.uk 01423 816040, wwwdtghts4fun.couk, 
’Metalvetica’stee! letters 35cm high, £28 each frors THE Letferoom 01264 326339, wwwtheletteroom.com 


2Compact hardwood potting bench wiffi 
storage £159.99 and galvanised planterwith Yppe 
handles (27cm diameter) £799, both fragp Clgus 
0844 557.2244, www.crocus.co.uk. Silver BFE 
bark pots £3 each from RE 01434 634567; 
\wwwirefoundobjects.com. Rourd.zine pots 
(10.5cm h, 126m.) £4,50r0rT The Balearics 
Gardener (see 1, left) Folding secabeties With 
knife £1795 from Annabel James 0845548 0210, 
\wwwannabeljames.co.uk. (Fandibber and fork 

ee 3, below. String and gloves stylist's own): 


dig in shop front 


—_- 


3 Galvanised tool hook, £22.99, can accommodate 
both’D’and"T handled tools, DeWit tools from et: 
brass tipped dibber £22.99, hand 'spork’ £23.99, 
smal fork £24.99 and small spade £29,99, both with 
Jong'T shaped handles. Border spade with’D’handle 
(far right) £49.99, al from Crocus (see 2, above ltt). 
4 Set of three bee houses £21.95 from The Balcony 
Gardener (see 1 left). 


55 The Japanese’Hori Hor’ planting knife features 
asserrated edge and depth markings andis a 

great all-round tool, £2750 from Objects of Use 
(01865 241705, ww.objectsofuse.com. Vintage 
Moroccan tray (inbackground) 7écm £145 

fromRE, see2, above left. 

6 Designer garden hose in Black Swan’ £85 

from Barbed 020 8878 1994, www.barbed.co.uk. 
‘Aluminium boot jack £1750 from RE, see 2, above 
left. Outdoor wooden storage box £135 from Garden 
Trading 0845 6084 448, www.gardentrading.co.uk. 
Welles and folding bike, stylist’s own. 


Special thanks to Julia Jenkins for allowing us to 
photograph in her garden. 
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ILLUSTRATED 


Free one month trial 
to the digital edition 


smia and 


elatgoniums 


Amust-have read for passionate gardeners, GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 


MAR 


au Available on 


Have G zine 
delivered straight to your device 


When you take out a one month FREE trial’ 
Simply return to homepage to subscribe 


*After your one month trial your subscription will continue at £2.99 per month 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


i AY ok 2 
De TATE ~ 


Custom & Bespoke Planters 


Hand-made in the UK - Instant Pricing Online 

Coit Browse Visit 

01932 862473 — landscapingcouk Cedor Nursery, Horsley Road, Cobham, KT! 3JX 
Se oe Aes " 


“, %, 


Order any size online, they're instantly priced 
Many finishes available and all delivered direct to your door 


Come and visit us in Cobham, Surrey (we're open 7 days a week) 


OW aFRHS Chelsea Flower Show2013—Stand PW27 


HSP Garden Buildings Ltd, 30a Hampstead Avenue, Mildenhall, Suffolk, IP28 7AS, UK. www.hspgardenbuildings.com info@hspgardenbuildings.com t: 01638583814 


small gardens 


Four inspirational gardens, each taking a different approach 
to the challenges of making the most of limited space 


1 All things t people 
Designer Ann-Marie Powell's adaptable plot 


2 Bigger on the inside 

The architect's garden that belies nensions 
3 Small space, big ideas 

Amaster in London 


4 Courtyard serenity 
Japa ‘ u ht metres square 


i 


4 
H 


Stipagigant 


‘Anit-Mari's exuberant mix 
perennials incldes 

‘Pink Tanna‘and Ver 
Geranium Patri¢ia (="Brémpat’) 
hifcanicum ‘Paradise Delight, 3 
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All things 
to all people 


Designer, writer and presenter Ann-Marie Powell has 
managed to incorporate areas for relaxation, socialising 
and children's play into her own small plot 


CAMILLA SWIFT 


nn-Marie Powell is an accomplished 
presenter and writer as well as a 
talented garden designer and 


landscaping expert. Her garden, practical, 
functional and beautiful, mirrors her passion 
for gardening, her infectious energy and 
wickedly throaty laugh. It may be small — 
“t's just a suburban garden really" yet she 
has made it work for everything she loves 
most in life: entertaining, gossip, children, 
chilling with a glass of wine. 

‘Ann-Marie, her partner Jules, and their 
two small boys, came in search of a bigger 
garden, She fell in love with the house 
because of the trees on the road, “amazing 


scots pines’, and an abundant azalea by the 
front door. Here she has transformed a self- 
seeding dumping ground — her words into 
an idyllic miniature woodland hideout. A low 
row of box balls, fugitives from a Chelsea 
show garden, planted about with Thalictrum 
aaquilegifolium, Deschampsia, and ribbons of 


KEY ELEMENTS —K—N_ @ 


What Small multi-tasking garden, 
sheltered and east facing 

Where A small leafy village in Hampshire 
overlooking the South Downs. 

Size 25m x 8m. 

Soil Sandy and acidic, but much worked, 
Special features Oversized planting 
scheme viewed from a generous 
oak-boarded platform. 

Designed by www.ann-mariepowell.com. 


RACHEL WARNE 


Galium line the front of the house, while a 
narrow path winds back towards the leafy 
street, through a small area stuffed with 
bulbs ~ Nectaroscordum, Crinum x powelli, 
Camassia leichtlinii, and Eremurus, all 
spiking through a lovely Cornus kousa, 
a fine Eriobotrya and a massive 
rhododendron. Bulbs are brilliant for a 
small space, she says, where up is the only 
way to go. Ann-Marie loves it here, this 
borrowed landscape with borrowed plants. 
The back garden presented a bigger 
challenge. “Normal, sensible people do the 
kitchen or the electrics. We did the garden 
first.” With a brace of stalwart friends to help, 
Ann-Marie and Jules squared up to a mass of 
concrete rubble, a sharply sloping lawn, a 
gigantic leylandii hedge and a ropey retaining 
wall. They punched holes in the concrete 
before cladding it with oak board decking 
laid on massive sleepers, ripped out the 
leylandii, levelled the lawn, dug beds. 


ie 


Le : 1 House 5 Sunken beds 
i 2 Garage/workshop 6 Lower beds 
Cosmas atrosanguineus arid Verbena 3 Decking 7 Lawn 
‘bonariensis fhifgle With Shiga gigantea Steps to lawn 8 The Sink 


Rrregiment of soon-to-be crimson 
‘sunflowers peer up to the deck from 
the garden below over buttresses of 
Anemahthele lessoniana and Echinacea. 


“Tm a bit of a Miss Havisham, really,” she 
admits, “I like things slowly degenerating, 


rotting, floating off into the stratus” 


Four years on, the garden is settling. 

The oak decking, slightly gnarled and 
battered, now softening to a pearly grey. On 
cither side of steps leading down to the lawn, 
sunken beds, instead of the usual balustrading, 
act as buffers to the rest of the garden, where 
the tidy-minded Jules insisted on a nice 
rectangular lawn. Six Sorbus aria rise out of 
the narrow side beds and enormous plants 
wrestle for space, “Too many trees for this 
garden really, but [love feeling enclosed.” 

“{'ve gone against the grain using huge 
plants in such a small garden,” says Ann- 
Marie, Rodgersia, Deschampsia flexuosa and 
loads of Veronicastrum get realy big, but 
make the most of vertical space. Across the 


bottom of the lawn runs a small rectangular 
bed, crammed with Stipa gigantea. “Ace plant. 
Hove it. Far too big, There were five; jules 
made me remove two, but I replaced them 
with three Calamagrostis brachytricha when 
he wasn't looking.” Here vegetables and 
perennials, Calendula, Eschscholzia, sweet 
peas, beans, sorrel, and Verbena bonariensis, 
jostling riotously, screen what she calls The 
Sink, “where we chuck the children’, which 


TIPS FOR SMALL GARDENS 


Ann-Marie Powell's expert hints on making the most of a limited space 


Big plants Ina confined area 
says Ann-Marie, you need to 
make the best possible use of 
vertical space. And not just 
with climbers. Go for grasses 
Deschampsia or Stipa. 

For (not entirely gardening 
enthusiast) children Use 
plants that are fun to grow 
and encourage wildlife — 
sunflowers work perfectly on 
both counts. Benches on 
Ann-Marie’s deck are 
groaning with pots and 


baskets filled with tomatoes, 
basil, salads, strawberries, 
which her boys like to pick 
and eat. Down in the borders 
there are peas, beans, and 
raspberry canes. The boys 
enjoy helping Ann-Marie hack 
back the grasses in spring. 
Different places for 
different moods In 
Ann-Marie's garden the 
woodland area at the front of 
the house is for peace and 
solitude. The decking area is 


miraculously accommodates a hammock, a 
trampoline, an assault course and two large 
space hoppers, which can't be entirely 


beneficial for the borders. “I don't go for 
boringly indestructible childproof plants.” 
says Ann-Marie, “but football is not allowed.” 

This garden looks wonderful in late 
summer: the grasses, with Knautia, 
Echinacea and lashings of Verbena, tower 
head-high. Ann-Marie loves Lychnis, 
Hemerocallis ‘Summer Wine’ and her 
red sunflowers which look you in the eye 
when you're sitting on the deck. “I’m a bit 
of a Miss Havisham, really,” she admits, 
“like things slowly degenerating, rotting, 
floating off into the stratus.” 

‘The garden is where Ann-Marie feels 
most at home. “I love being outside. I eat 
breakfast here just to get that first injection of 
light and shade.” She hankers after more 
space —a glass house, a vegetable garden. But 
this is what she can realistically manage for 
the moment, and as she says, creating a small 
garden ona tiny budget comes with its own 


disciplines and challenges. And as long as 
she’s gardening, she's happy. 0 


for entertaining. The Sinkis a 
brilliant enclosed play area for 
the children. Just no plastic 
swings, says Ann-Marie. 

Plant combinations Mix 
grasses with tall perennials 
for year-round interest: 
Ann-Marie’s favourite plant 
combination is Eupatorium 
maculatum Atropurpureum 
Group ‘Orchard Dene’ 

with Miscanthus. and 
Veronicastrum with pretty 
much everything, 


Fae idan: to'workshop reste = 


_,Side of the house and adjoins the deeki 


throligh a tangle of relaxed plaiting 


Cooking up from The Sink pasta wigwam 
‘of sweet péas to clarét sunflowers and 
yellow Coreopsis verticilata‘Grandifiora 


Bigger on 
the inside 


A touch of architectural intervention has enabled 
landscape architect Deborah Nagan to produce a 
garden that truly belies its small dimensions 


TIM RICHARDSON 


rixton is an exciting place to live (in a 
good way) and landscape architect 


Deborah Nagan has created a back- 


garden environment that can be energetic, 
productive, beautiful and tranquil — 
depending on how it is being used. In 1998 
she moved into the ground and lower- 
ground floors of an imposing, listed 
Georgian house on the Brixton Road, a main 
thoroughfare, with buses and heavy traftic 
chugging by. Once it was a wide, elegant 
boulevard; now it has a distinctly edgier vibe 
‘The rear garden is an unusual triangular 


shape, squeezed on one side by the rear 
gardens of a row of houses and an adjoining 
alley. The design of the present garden was 
dictated not by this shape, however, but by an 


architectural intervention eight years ago at 
the back of the house~ Deborah runs an 
architectural/landscape practice, Nagan 
Johnson, with her partner Michael Johnson 
In order to create terrace and rectangular 
pool at lower-ground-floor level, giving on to 
the master bedroom, a huge amount of soil 


ROBERT MABIC / GAP PHOTOS 


w 


hand-dug and barrowed out of the 
garden, leaving a deep void. Three massive 
panels of ‘skyscraper glass’ — running the 
height of both storeys —were then craned 


over the top of the house and leveraged into 
g a glass-cube dining a 
erlooking the ter 


and pool below. 
This makes for a highly dramatic 
introduction to the garden, especially with 


the addition of a water-spouting stec! RS), 
jutting out over the pool at ground level, and 
a massive tree fern, the complex patterned 


foliage of which can be appreciated from 
above." The tree fern was a Christmas gift 
from a friend,” Deborah recalls. “It was all 
wrapped up. I was horrified! I don't like tree 
ferns. I still don't — those fluffy stems. But 
looking down on oneis another matter. And 
it’s grown like mad —it likes it down the 
From the dining area, the linear shape of 
the garden can be appreciated: four laterally 
aligned beds which converge on the apex of 
the triangle at the far end of the g 


irden. 


KEY ELEMENTS 


What Architecturally designed triangular 
town garden. 
Where Brixton, South London 


Size 19m long x 9m wide (6m at its narrowest) 
Soil Topsoil, clay and compost over builders’ rubble. 
Special features Sunken terrace with formal pool 
and cascade. 

Key plants Giant tree fern in sunken terrace, 
nectaroscordum, agapanthus. 


1 House 5 Pool and cascade 

2 Decking 6 Planting beds 

3 Sunken terrace 7 Shed and cold frame 
4 Tree fern 


small garden 2 


ip 
hie twisted metal gives the relaxed! 
planting of thé tentral bed a sculptiral 
appeal. While the fig tree against the 
wallprovides shade forthé séating below. 


There are all sorts of smart touches 
in this garden that suggest it is the 
work of design profess 


Each of these beds has a different 
character, with fruit at the edges of the 
garden and flowers in the middle. The central 
beds are the showpieces— orange daylili 
Euphorbia palustris and E. mellifera, black 
ophiopogon and fresh green liriope grasses, 
tulips in pots, heucheras (‘Garnet’ a 
favourite), Sedum spectabile and S. ‘Matron, 
Iris sibirica, geums and eremurus (white at 
the far end of garden, orange closer to the 
house). Among larger subjects, a delicate 
abutilon is a favourite, together with Photinia 
‘Red Robin’ which lights up the far end of the 
garden, while curiosities include the stately 
nectaroscordum (“probably my favourite 
flower") and a number of South African 


restionaceae grasses recently liberated from 
the Garden Museum, where they were being 
cleared out to make way for a new garden, 

Echinacea and rudbeckia are deployed 
selectively to create colour and drama. “This 
garden is actually more like window boxes 
than anything.” Deborah explains. “We 
don't garden for permanence —we start 
again each year, That way we get more 
flowers per square inch.” 


TOP TIPS 


onals 


The fruit borders which flank the 
garden contain an impressive roster — 
apricots, raspberries, ‘Oregon thornless’ 
blackberries, gooseberries, whitecurrants — 
interspersed with agapanthus, self-seeded 
foxgloves, sages, plenty of Lychnis coronaria, 
fluffy fennel and creamy lemon-flowered 
Scabiosa columbaria subsp. ochroleuca. A pink 
flowered elderberry and a big old fig are 
sources of yet more produce, the fruit of the 
latter “dropping like bombs on the deck’, 
according to Deborah. 

There are all sorts of smart touches 
in this garden that suggest itis the work 
of design professionals, from the subtle 


variations in paving and crisp metal edging, 


to the way the benches around the small 
deck lift up to reveal the compost bins 
beneath. Even the large front garden — 
Michael's domain, dedicated to vegetables — 
has a design to savour, with dramatic 
multicoloured tripod supports for sweet 
peas, It just goes to show that a small garden 
can be pretty intense, “I guess what I do is 


make lots of jobs for myself so I feel Ihave a 


: Bright pink Lychnis coronaria provides a 
really big acreage.” Deborah wryly observes. . , i 


splash of colour in the cefitral beds, One 
bed is ornamental, the other productive. 


Deborah Nagan lists the lessons to be learned from her small garden 


1Plan the space first — no amount of good gardening replaces a strong underlying concept. 
2.Nomatter how small the garden, one or two over-scaled plants can make it seem bigger. 

3 Every drop of (home-made) compost counts 

4Eat in the sunshine — put the deck/eating space where it catches the light (ours is where the 
sun hits at breakfast time and the raspberries go straight in the cereal). 

5 Share internal/external finishes to bring the garden into the house and vice versa 

6 Short termism is fine - you can treat a small garden a bit like a window box, planting more 
densely than usual for extra effect. 

7 Don't feel you should work too hard at expert gardening — small bursts of activity can be very 
effective in a small space. 

8 Plant things you can nibble on close to the house. 


Varying the textire of the 
paving adds interest ever 
toastnall space. 


34 


small garden 2 


The metal edging ensures the 
beds have acrisp appeatance 
everiamid such abundance. 


Small space, 
big ideas 


This masterpiece of dense p' 
London back garden into a 


lanting has turned a small 
space that enchants and 


delights no matter what time of year 


CAMILLA PHELPS 


igner Declan Buckley is a great 
believer in bold planting gestures. 
fou have to think big, even in a 


small space,” he says. And in his design for 
the small back garden of a Victorian villa in 
East London, the simple layout is all about 
allowing the plants to take centre stage. 
Glass doors span the width of the open- 
plan living area, so house and garden flow 
into one another. But once outdoors, the 
planting defines three different areas within 
the garden and gives the whole space a 
sense of intimacy and enclosure, of 
otherworldliness that is so often a 
trademark of Declan’s gardens. He has 
made it very easy to ignore the tower block 
that punctuates the skyline just beyond. 
Owner, performer Maria Friedman, 
says that she didn’t need to give Declan 
a specific brief as he knew instinctively 
what the garden needed: it’s a social space, 


KEY ELEMENTS N 


What Small town garden designed 
over three levels. 

Where East London 

Size 10m sq 

Soil London clay. 

Special features Packed with nectar-rich 
plants and successional colour. 
Designed by Declan Buckley 
www.buckleydesignassociates.com 


1 Sliding doorstohouse 5 Cooking area 


2 Paved dining area 6 Lawn 
3 Meadow planting 7 Pleached Eleagnus 
4 Olive tree hedging 
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MARIANNE MAJERUS. 


ich area has 
its own atmosphere,” she says. “You can 
cook, eat, sleep, get lost in the planting, 
but I also do a lot of work out there, so 
there are lots of plug soc 
The design makes efficient use of all the 
available space. Declan worked very closely 
with the architect who was remodelling the 
interior and suggested dropping the 
original level of the garden immediately 


workplace, and sanctuai 


outside the house. This creates the seamless 
transition from the living room to the 
garden, and adds the illusion of depth. As 
a result there are three tiers: the generous 


paved outdoor dining space, a frothy 
meadow and a cooking area at the back. 

The dark paving and fencing allows the 
hard landscaping to recede. Perching walls 
border the raised beds and are painted to 
complement the planting, while the fences 
are clothed with climbers. 


Vp a ee J 
fo atid dratha 


‘The garden is designed over 


threé levels, making maximum 
use of all available space. 


Maria say 


/s watching the garden through the 


seasons is like looking at a moving painting. 


“I don’t have one garden, I have four 


But just as the hard landscaping is 
discreet, the planting is exuberant. The 
boundaries between the three levels are 
gently blurred with a year-round succession 
of flowering perennials, bulbs, grasses and 
edible herbs. "I probably planted more 
varieties than I would normally, but if 
there’s a week without flowers I get a 
complaint,” laughs Declan. The wildlife 
drawn to the deep blocks of planting, which 
is packed with nectar-rich plants, adds 
another dimension to delight Maria. 

‘The starting point for the planting 
was an existing olive tree that was moved 


from the front garden — hence the palette 
of muted greens, greys and blues, A 
pleached eleagnus hedge provides a soft 
backdrop at the rear of the garden, 
blending with a mix of Calamintha nepeta, 
fennels, sages, lavenders, Geranium 


TOP TIPS 


Rozanne (= ‘Gerwatt’), Verbena bonariensis 
‘Lollipop; Ammi majus, Miscanthus and 
Erigeron. These are gentle clouds of 
planting, many of which are chosen for 
their extended flowering periods and good 
winter silhouette. Declan uses seasonal 
bursts of stronger colour to add a little 
drama: miniature daffodils in spring, 
purple alliums in early summer, 
penstemons through the autumn. 

“Bulbs are very important early in the 
season,” says Declan, “They grow up with a 
backdrop of the fresh new perennial growth 
and then the perennials kick in later in the 
year.” Maria says watching the garden is 
like looking at a moving painting. “I don't 
have one garden, I have four,” she enthus 
“Each season it’s an entirely different space. 
Even when it snows the way it falls on the 


different plants is just exquisite.” 


Declan Buckley's rules for creating a great small garden 


11 Evonymus japonicus ‘Macrophyllus' makes a great substitute for low box hedging and it 


doesn't suffer from blight 


2 Panelled hedging can be bought in for an instant green screen — Declan used Elaeagnus x 
ebbingei, which gives evergreen coverage with the added bonus of sweetly scented flowers in 


late autumn/early winter. 


3 Don't be afraid of using artificial grass where necessary, says Declan, but use lots of real 
plants around it to blur the edges — don't let it butt up toa hard surface. 

4Pay attention to what's in the foreground — let the garden recede to get a sense of depth. 
5 Plant in generous blocks but allow some room for self-seeding to add a freeform element. 
6 Declan’s top performers for long-flowering seasons are Verbena bonariensis' Lollipop’ 


penstemons and erigeron. 


7 Design storage to hold what you need, rather than building a shed to hold everything. 
8 Try to get double value out of everything — walls are for perching on as well as for raised beds. 
And don't paint them white — it’s too stark and they always need touching up. 
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Courtyard 
serenity 


Designer Spencer Viner has a garden that 
radiates calm, peace and luxury, despite 
measuring a mere eight metres square 


JOJO TULLOH 


pencer Viner gardens on a grand 
S scale — in miniature. His plot may be 
a mere eight metres square yet itis 
bordered by ten pleached limes and dappled 
with the shade of a variety of small trees. 
Spencer calls this style ‘modern Kyoto’ In 
high summer dense and abundant foliage is 
held in check by the modernist formality of 
a grid-like pergola painted black, square 
beds and painted plywood circles fixed to 
the walls. This isa compact but highly 
realised courtyard garden in which Spencer 
successfully combines reclaimed materials 
and a variety of salvaged containers with a 
naturalistic woodland planting scheme. 


Spencer transformed his “very ordinai 
original fencing with a lining of marine-ply 
he then painted grey. His ten pollarded limes 
grow flat against these walls, their trunks 
forming evenly spaced verticals that recall the 
sliding paper doors of a traditional Japanese 


KEY ELEMENTS 


What Modern Japanese design elements 
mix with naturalistic woodland planting in 
the courtyard garden of owner/garden 
designer Spencer Viner. 

Where North London. 

Size 8 metre square. 

Soil Clay lightened with horticultural grit 
Special features Recycled concrete 
manholes make striking containers 

fora variety of small trees. 

Designed by www.northeleven.co.uk 


1 Door to kitchen 
2 Moon 
3 Lily pond 


4 Pergola 


planting 


6 Decked area 
5 Mixed woodland 7 Sun 


MARIANNE MAJERUS 


home. Behind an L-shaped bench made of 
western red cedar the shade is lightened by 
the silvery leaves of astelia, plumes of 
Miscanthus sinensis‘Ferner Osten’ and 
clumps of the feathery deciduous grass 
Hakonechloa macra. The limbs of the 
Chinese dogwood Cornus kousa var. 
chinensis branch elegantly behind. Against 
the wall a circle of plywood painted red 
mimics the sun, while on the opposite wall 
isa similarly sized ‘moon. 

At the centre of the garden is a square of 
decking, edged by a bench and surrounding 
a small square of gravel containing a weeping 
willow. The tree's rapacious, thirsty roots are 


contained by a large tub sunk underground 
and concealed beneath the decking; with a 
hard pruning every year the tree thrives but 
is kept in check. On cither side are two beds 
filled with the heavy clay dug out when the 
decking was laid. This, mixed with 


8 Pleached limes 
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A great example of the transformative 
power of knowledgeable planting in 
conjunction with imaginative design 


horticultural grit, created free-draining 
beds that are planted in a tiered woodland 
style. Spring colour comes from hellebores, 
crocus, Fritillaria meleagris, the pure white 
Narcissus Thalia’ and a small Magnolia x 
loebneri Leonard Messel Christmas box 
provides scented flowers in winter and glossy 
dark evergreen leaves year round. 

As the season progresses the courtyard 
turns lush and jungly; the frothy white heads 
of Hydrangea arborescens providing a good 
contrast to the prickly Mahonia oiwakensis 
subsp. lomariifolia. By late summer the beds 
are overflowing with grasses such as 
Miscanthus ‘Morning Glory’ and 
Hakonechloa macra. Beneath the pergola are 
two columns with galvanised steel wire rolled 


around them. These provide a mesh against 
which Wisteria, Trachelospermum jasminoides 
and Clematis viticella flourish. 

One of the most striking elements of this 
garden are the circular concrete manholes, 
lined to contain both trees and water. In one 
grows a eucalyptus, in another a Scots pine 
pruned in a Japanese style, in yet another an 
olive. Other trees in this garden include a 
copper hazel and the very charming 
non-fruiting cherry Prunus ‘Accolade. 
Spencer pollards all his trees to keep them 
small, and in doing so he creates an effect 


TOP TIPS 


that is ambitious yet achievable —a sort of 
souped-up bonsai, But even with careful 
pruning the hottest left-hand corner has had 
to be replanted with more shade-loving 
plants as the canopy has thickened. 

‘Spencer uses a variety of materials to 
mulch the pots. In one, poppies grow 
through pebbles in an effect reminiscent of 
Beth Chatto's gravel garden. Over by the 
French windows the same manholes have 
been topped with slate and filled with an 
aquatic tub to create a small pond, complete 
with goldfish and water lilies, and a bamboo 
spout through which water trickles, Dotted 
around the garden are old water tanks 
containing the arching canes of black and 
golden bamboos (Phyllostachys nigra and P. 
vivax f, aureocaulis), 

The spareness of the design is the perfect 
backdrop for the huge variety of leaf shapes, 
A calm atmosphere is achieved, helped by 
small details such as the concrete paving slabs 
chiselled away along one edge to create a 
water line effect, while the wind sounds the 
chimes hanging from the pergola. It may be 
two minutes walk from the North Circular 
but this garden feels like a haven, a great 
example of the transformative power of 
knowledgeable planting in conjunction 
with imaginative design. 


‘Spencer Viner offers his ideas for maximising limited space 


1 Be ambitious but be disciplined, limit yourself to one overall idea. In Spencer's case a 


Japanese aesthetic is the guiding principle. 


2 Use a designer however small your space. Let them help you decide on the look you want 


and more importantly stick to it. 


3 Contain larger shrubs and small trees in tubs or containers either above or below ground, 
4.Coppice and pollard trees heavily for dense yet controlled planting 
5 Use reclaimed materials to give the garden an instant’earthy’ weathered appeal. Use a variety 


of pebbles and mulching materials. 


6 Plant containers successionally for year-round interest. 
7 Use all the senses — in this garden sound is important. Wind chimes, the rustle of bamboo 
leaves and the trickle of water from a bamboo spout enhance this garden's atmosphere. 


8 Repeat motifs, in this case grids and circles. 


9 Plant for winter shapes — teasels stand out against the walls when summer colour has faded. 
10 Work with what you have rather than replacing everything. Chisel concrete slabs to create 
a rippled ‘waterline’ effect. As your garden matures you may need to replant it with more 


shade-loving plants. 
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West Sussex garden 
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‘wings and a trampoline are not features 
you expect to find in a garden created by 
Arabella Lennox-Boyd. The grande dame of 
high-end design is more often associated 
with lavish estates of understated grandeur 
than relaxed and informal family gardens, 

“But that is what I love about this 
garden,” says Arabella. “It echoes the way the 
‘owners live. They are real country people 
and their house and style are so easy, so 
un-grand, Everything is very comfortable. 

“When I first visited them, back in 2004, 
there was little garden to speak of but I was 
instantly struck by the beauty of the 
position, I very strongly felt that whatever 
we did had to belong to the landscape.” 

Her first action was to relocate the long 
approach to the house. The original straight 
tarmac drive was dug out and turfed to 
create a secret green lane leading past the 
tennis court and housekeeper’s cottage to the 
house. Now, visiting cars sweep up a gentle 
slope along an avenue of Prunus avium 
‘Plena’ that conceals the house from sight 
until the very last minute, 

“It is an obsession with me to create 
4 proper approach, ending in a secluded 
area where cars can be parked out of 
sight of the house. It is all part of settling 
the garden into its surroundings.” The 
new driveway skirts a mini wildflower 
meadow and ends ina gravel courtyard. 
From here, visitors can choose their route. 
‘One path leads to the shady front garden 


where white lilacs are followed by 
white rugosa roses ‘Blanche Double de 
Coubert’ and rows of clipped box balls 
lead to the front door. 

The alternative route is a mown grass 
path that runs along the crab apple allée 
to a wooden gate flanked by clipped 
Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Miss Jessopp’s 
Upright’ and on to a stone and brick terrace 
wrapping the back of the house. This is the 
heart of the garden, a sheltered suntrap 
planted with masses of roses, including 
“Pelicia’ and ‘Ferdinand Pichard’ and various 
lavenders —"Imperial Gem; ‘Hidcote’ — 
together with santolina, cistus, oregano 
and other sun lovers. 

Off the south terrace, tucked away round 
the side of the house, is a little woodland 
garden, very dry and shady, with hellebores, 
ferns, Ribes sanguineum White Icicle (= 
“Ubric’) and a sweet little lemon-yellow 


Top left The south-facing terrace is a dreamy 
haze of soft pink and lavender, wth a view 

‘extending to the countryside. 

‘Top right Pleached crab apples and cleft oak fences 
introduce an element of informal geometry. 

Bottom left in the main border Arabella has used 
grasses with perennial plantings to create a 
heightened meadow effect. 

Bottom right The miniature Romany caravan 
provides a playhouse for the children, complete 

with atiny cabin bed 


46 


West Sussex garden 


West Sussex garden 


The life that is lived within this garde 


always take precedence over the garden itself 


> wendy house with curtains at the 
windows. And beyond that you come to the 
working part of the garden —an orchard, 
vegetable garden and large henhouse. 

But wherever you go, your eye is drawn 
back to the view, which rises up away from 
the house as the garden falls gently to meet 
it. From the main south terrace, shallow 
steps lead to a large lawn flanked by informal 
borders that combine herbaceous planting 
with grasses and species roses. “I am not 
keen on all ornamental grasses,” says 
Arabella, “Miscanthus can get very thick and 
overpowering, although it can provide a 
wonderful visual full stop. And I love Stipa 
‘gigantea, and the pennisetums and 
deschampsia— so feathery and light!” 

Here they blend with Gaura lindheimeri, 
poppies and campanulas to create a sort 
of heightened meadow that complements 
the surrounding country “L like to keep 
the planting harmonious,” says Arabella. 
“Tike soft blues and pinks. Not too many 
jarring colours, although a touch of red, 
perhaps from Rosa ‘Wilhelm; can add real 
vibrancy.” Framing these beds is a large 
lawn, punctuated by a small set piece 
planting of four Malus domestica‘Cox’s 


Orange Pippin; each emerging from a 
cushiony mound of Hebe subalpina, one 
of Arabella’ trademarks. 


Key planting combinations 


Only one area of planting does not take 
the surroundings into account, and that is 
the octagonal rose garden, enclosed by 
clipped beech hedges. It is unashamedly 
romantic, with masses of Rosa ‘Felicia, 
Nepeta racemosa ‘Walker's Low; hardy 
geraniums, Stachys byzantina and Alchemiilla 
mollis.“I know the ground here is difficult, 
so I put in strong performers,” says Arabella. 

Glimpsed through openings in the 
hedge, the horses in the adjoining paddock 
hang their heads over a cleft oak fence, which 
forms a line across the end of the lawn, 
before veering in an arc for the trampoline. 

‘The landscaping had been finalised, 
including the location of a picturesque little 
Romany caravan, when the owners’ children 
successfully petitioned for the trampoline. It 
isa tangible indication that the life that is 
lived within this garden will always take 
precedence over the garden itself. 

Bucolic and dreamy it certainly is, 
but never precious. At heart this is simply 
the ultimate embodiment of a down-to- 
arth family garden. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

You can see more of Arabella’s work online. 
Tel 020 79319995/6 

Website www.arabellalennoxboyd.com 


The green-tinged white daisy like flowers of Echinacea ‘White Swan’ (see right) provide a 
calm punctuation mark against a frothy sea of self-seeding Deschampsia cespitosa ‘Bronzeschleier’ 
Behind this airy mass, Verbena bonariensis, Echinops bannaticus ‘Taplow Blue’ and Agastache 
‘Blackadder’ paint a sweep of coo! lavender leading to the gently charming Thalictrum delavayi 
Arabella generally prefers soft colour schemes in muted shades, such as a pretty 
combination of clear blue Geranium Rozanne (= 'Gerwat'), grey-leaved Stachys byzantina 

and soft pink Rosa ‘Felicia’ White lilies, pink crinums and soft crimson hollyhocks add to the 
cottage-garden romance of this scheme, enclosed within the beech hedges of the rose garden. 
On the sun-baked south terrace, the planting forms an exuberant mass in high summer. 
Silvery Artemisia 'Powis Castle’ and the iridescent flowers of Penstemon ‘Sour Grapes’ seem 

to shimmer in the sunlight against a generous swathe of Rosa ‘Ballerina’ A cloud of swaying 
Verbena bonariensis and Gaura lindheimeriis set off by the main lawn. 

Though her planting palette is generally muted, Arabella does include occasional splashes 
of strong colour. The eye is drawn to a large clump of Helenium ‘Moerheim Beauty’ looking 
‘even more boldly red alongside white Gypsophila paniculata ‘Bristol Fairy: A band of Achillea 
“Terracotta’ in front echoes the russet tones of Stipa gigantea and Cephalaria gigantea. 
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The pergola defines'the romantic 

planting scheme, which inclides 
daisy-like Echinacea ‘White Swan"and 

Descharhpsia cespitosa ‘Bronzeschleier: 


Design elements 


The Gypsy Caravan Company produces a range of caravans, including a child's model 
similar to the one in this garden. Prices from £7:500 new, £3,500 second hand 

(01953 681995, www.gypsycaravancompany.co.uk). 

The cleft oak fencing and all the gates were made by Philip Juniper (www.philipjuniper.co.uk) 
who works in Sussex, Surrey, Hampshire and Kent. 

The pots on the terrace are available from Arabella, and can be ordered in sizes from 

20cm to 14m diameter (prices on application). For further information on these and other 
terracotta pots designed by Arabella, contact Christina Hemmett on 020 79319995 

or visit www.arabellalennoxboyd.com/products 

well-chosen building can be both an ornament and a practical addition to the garden. The 
Posh Shed Company (01544 387101, www.theposhshedcompany.co.uk) offers a good range 
from £1,800, and can produce bespoke designs and sizes as well 
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of Arabella’s plants 
for summer appeal 


1 Thalictrum delavayi 

The meadow rue is a very pretty plant that 
[like to use wherever the soil is moist and 
humus-rich enough. USDA 5a-8b’. 


2 Verbascum chaixii ‘Album’ 
Quite tough and seeds itself freely, but 
in my experience is not a nuisance. This 
cultivar has white flowers with a mauve 
eye. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b, 


3 Malus ‘Evereste’ 

love crab apples because they pleach so 
well and quickly establish great character, 
AGM* RHS H4, USDA 4a-8b. 


4 Gaura lindheimeri 

Alovely plant for those who can grow 
it, which mainly means gardeners in 
the south of England. AGM. RHS H3, 
USDA 6a-9b. 


5 Rosa ‘Wilhelm’ 

love a touch of red so | often use 
this modern shrub rose for an 
injection of colour. 


6 Agastache ‘Blackadder’ 

This comes back year after year and 
Hove it. | grow it in Lancashire where 
the weather can be dreadful but it 
does very well for me. USDA 6a-9b, 


7 Cephalaria gigantea 

More than deserving its ‘giant’ label, 
this can throw its creamy yellow flower 
heads nearly 2m high on waving stems. 
RHS H4, USDA 3a-9b, 


8 Stipa gigantea 
Not all ornamental grasses perform 
well, but this is wonderful ~ so delicate. 
Hove the way it moves in the wind. 
‘AGM. RHS HA. 


9 Helenium ‘Moerheim Beauty’ 
Another good choice for a splash of 
strong colour lasting several months, 
‘AGM. RHS H4, USDA 4a-8b, 


“Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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These irresistible little plants are a fizzing 
. delight for the eyes, nose and fingers 


WORDS VALBOURNE PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 
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tender pelargoniums gro 
their Seented foliage rather than for: 
flowers. Scent varies widely. Foliage also 


varies greatly in shape, size and colour so they 
make highly tactile plant tapestries, or they 
can be grown singly as house! 

Origins There are 200 ever 

pelargonium species found! 

the wild they are shrub-like 

30 species have scented leaves. 

Season From spring} te 

although they do n protection. They 
look at their very immer. 

Size From compact to positively leggy. 
Conditions These drought-tolerant} 

need full sun and an open positions 

two weeks with a high potash to 


PELARGONIUM ‘COPTHORNE’ 

Large pale mauve-pink flowers marked and 
veined in maroon above sweetly scented 
green leaves. A cultivar that flowers forever. 
AGM* RHS Hic, USDA 9b-11'. 


plant profile scented pelargoniums 


think I must have been addicted to 

sherbert dabs as a small child, those 

tempting yellow tubes with the 
liquorice straws poking out of the top, 
because I can’t resist the fizzy pungenc 
of scented-leaved pelargoniums. I just have 


to fondle their tactile leaves and then 
inhale. I've got a large collection, some 
mingling together in pots and some neatly 
labelled specimen plants with evocative 
names like ‘Nervous Mabel, ‘Lavender 
Lindy’ and ‘Islington Peppermint’. They 
cach have their own distinctive smell 


and I can find ros 


, soap, orange, 
cinnamon, peppermint, apple and lemon 

in my outdoor pantry, When the weather's 
hot I don’t ev 


n have to squeeze the leaves 
to catch the scent, and these drought- 
tolerant plants come in all sorts of le 


24 
textures, from highly divided, to lobed 
to fully round. They please the eye from 
May until October, surviving with scant 
watering in the sunniest of hotspots, and 


Ican keep them year after year. 

Scented-leaved pelargoniums tend to 
be hardier than larger flowered, highly- 
bred pelargoniums. Most will overwinter 
easily ina greenhouse supplied with 
a frost-breaking heater. Their tough 
constitution, honed by the rugged climate 
of South Africa's Cape where most of the 
250 or so species are found, is the key to 
their popularity. They began garden life 
in the orangeries of the rich in the 17th 
century, but they were soon passed over 
cottage garden fences. Some 20 cultivars 
went to North America with the settlers 
in 1790 and 100 years later there were over 
120 named cultivars. However, it was the 
Victorians who bred and collected them 
avidly. The rose and lemon-scented 
‘Graveolens’ perfumed rooms in every 
suburban villa —a living, lacy-leafed pot 
pourri that I can remember my 
grandmother growing. 

The pungent foliage, which can give 
you a headache if you overindulge, evolved 
as a natural defence against animals, wind 
and sun in the scrubby South African 
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> landscape. At first herbalists were 
convinced that the leaves would contain 
potent medicinal substances, but this 
hasn't been the case, although 
they are used as astringents. The only 
commercial use is the extraction of 
geranium oil for perfumery and 
aromatherapy, though you can also 
use the leaves in recipes. The rose- 
scented ‘Attar of Roses’ (see page 59) 
was added to jelly, cream and posset 
(a flavoured cream), 

All the named plants we grow are 
derived from species found naturally. 
Mint-scented cultivars have Pelargonium 
tomentosum (page 59) in their breeding 
line. This soft-leaved species has felty 
leaves that suffer in bright sun, so treat 
minty soft-leaved pelargoniums 
differently from others and give them 
dappled shade instead. Some of the 


rose-scented cultivars draw on P. 
capitatum while the citrus-scented 
cultivars often contain the lime-scented 
P.‘Nervosum; or the apple-scented P. 
odoratissimum. Others smell of pine and 
turpentine and are normally describe 
rather kindly, as pungent. Most have 


small, darkly veined, dainty flowers in 
cither mauve, pink or white, held on 
long stems. These are adored by 
hoverflies and bees, but do not make a 
huge impact on the eye. Perhaps the 
daintiest of all is the two-tone blood-red 
and white ‘Islington Peppermint’ 

It’s the foliage that matters most, 
whether it’s the finely divided cream 
and green leaves of ‘Lady Plymouth, 
or the soft-green lobed leaves of ‘Attar 
of Roses’ I use ‘Attar of Roses’ in a large 
terracotta pot containing the semi- 
double blue Hibiscus syriacus Blue 
Chiffon (= ‘Notwood3’) to add interest 
before the late-August hibiscus flowers 
appear. Pushed into a sheltered niche 
in winter, the pelargoniums often grow 
back from the base after a normal 
winter. Mostly I plant a mixture in 
galvanised troughs and buckets, with 
holes drilled into the bottom. The 
gunmetal grey suits the cool-pink or 
mauve flowers and sets off the foliage. 
My collection of single specimens is 
used on my plant theatre, after the 
auriculas have gone. Others adorn 
the low stone walls. a 
+ Val's pick of scented pelargoniums 
continues over the next six pages. 
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PELARGONIUM CRISPUM ‘VARIEGATUM’ 
Tiny ivy-like leaves with a dark-green middle 
crisply edged in clotted-cream. Smelis of 
lemon with pale-pink flowers veined in purple. 
Upright, so good at poking through other 
plants. AGM. RHS Hic, USDA 9b-11 


‘ROYAL OAK’ 
Hints of turpentine on long, lobed leaves 
darkly zoned in the middle. Good-sized pink 
flowers blotched in purple make this a 
handsome pelargonium. One of the hardest 
to keep, find. AGM. RHS Hic. 


P.'GRAVEOLENS' 

The most common scented-leaved 
pelargonium. Tall upright, with very divided 
leaves that smell of rose-lemon, topped with 
tiny mauve-pink flowers that look rather like 
miniature pansies. A huge plant. USDA 10a-11 


P.GREY LADY PLYMOUTH’ 
Silver-grey to sage-green leaves lightly edged 
in white, with a rose-lemon scent and heads of 
mauve-pink flowers. Soft and feminine and 
more vigorous than ordinary ‘Lady Plymouth 
forme. USDA 9b-1L 


plant profile scented pelargoniums 


P‘LARA STARSHINE’ 
Mid-green, deeply cut foliage, with 
a spicy, sharp scent and large 
pink-red flowers. AGM. RHS Hic. 


PELARGONIUM‘G¥'s SUNBURST' 
Woody, liprighttibranches clothed in tiny 
green, citrus-stentedileaves mottled in 

cream —forms a good vertical. 


P.‘ATTAR OF ROSES’ 

Tri-lobed, fuller, mid-green leaf with a rose 
scent topped by clusters of mauve-pink 
flowers, Makes a bushy strong plant. AGM. 
RHS Hic, USDA 9b-11 


P.‘CLORINDA’ 
Cedar-scented with large, rounded clear- 
pink flowers. Much showier flowers than 
most, with substantial al-green leaves. 
USDA 9b-1L 


plant profile 


P.‘PINK CAPRICORN’ 
The downy-textured, crisp-edged green 
leaves combine lemon and rose scents 
with mauve-pink flowers. 


P.TOMENTOSUM 

The softest, most tactile foliage of all, with 
furry leaves that are strongly peppermint 
to camphor. Makes a large plant and bears 
white flowers. Prefers some shade, AGM. 
RHS Hic, USDA 9b-11 


ented pelargoniums 


How to grow 

and propagate 

* All need regular propagation 
because pelargoniums tend to 
become leggy and wiry — another 
natural defence against grazing 
animals and the South African climate. 
* Cuttings should be taken between 
June and late August. Trim them below 
the node and push them into small 
seed trays of coarse horticultural sand, 
a couple of centimetres apart with two 
thirds of the cutting submerged. 
Cuttings of most cultivars root quickly. 
Cover the trays with a double layer of 
thick horticultural fleece in severe 
weather. Keep the cuttings in the trays 
over winter, making sure that they are 
onthe dry side. Pot up into 25cm. 
round pots containing a50 per cent 
mixture of perlite (or vermiculite) and 
loam-based John Innes 1 in March, 
Keep new plants on the greenhouse 
bench, or under cover, until early June, 
Then plant them out. Feed with 
Tomorite every two weeks to 
encourage growth. The high-potash, 
content also hardens the foliage and 
stems, helping plants to overwinter, 

* Specimen plants in single pots need 
to be kept dry (but not bone dry) and 
fleeced in cold weather 

* Deadheading the spent flowers in 
‘summer looks neater and also 
encourages more flower buds. These 
tough pelargoniums can stand a 
degree or two of frost, but they need. 
to be moved inside by late October 
before winter descends. 

* One of the great advantages of using 
scented-leaved pelargoniumsis their 
ability to perform in cooler summers. 
Other tender plants sulk in cool 
‘summers, but these still shine. 


Good combinations 
* Add a deep-purple, scented 
heliotrope such as ‘Chatsworth’ 

to show off the foliage of ‘Lady 
Plymouth’ or any variegated 
pelargoniums. The large, flat 
cherry-pie' heads provide a 
contrast in early summer. Remove 
any spent heliotrope flowers as 
they fade, and water them to 
encourage more bud. P 


* Silver Plectranthus argentatus does 
well in the same conditions and the 
large, felted leaves and blue flower 
spikes resemble their close relatives. 
Solenostemon or Coleus. However 
these architectural plants are very 
susceptible to frost and harder to 
overwinter. Mingle your plectranthus 
cuttings among your hardier 
pelargonium cuttings to help protect 
them in colder weather. 

+ Lemon verbena (Aloysia citrodora), 
Which tends to become tall and wiry 
with age, isan excellent addition andit 
adds even more pungency toa 
container. The bright-green, linear 
leaves set off the dark-zoned 
Peppermint Chocolate’ and'Royal 
Oak! Or youright try a leggy, 
aromatic menthol-scented plant 
called Cedronella canariensis, also 
known as Canary balm. This branching 
herb has clover-shaped heads of pink 
flowers in summer, 

* Trailing blue convolvulus (C. sabatius) 
isan excellent partner too, because it 
trails below the pelargoriums, and 
flowers up until late-autumn, 

* Some cultivars have larger, more 
eye-catching flowers: these include 
the rose-pink 'Clorinda, the coral-red 
‘Brunswick’ and the mauve’ Copthorne! 
The latter is a favourite of mine 
planted en-masse. 


Where to buy and see 


Fibrex Nurseries 

(Holders of The Plant Heritage 
National Collection) 

Fibrex Nurseries, Honeybourne Road 
Pebworth, Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwickshire CV37 8XP. 

Tel 01789 720788, www.fibrex.co.uk 


Woottens of Wenhaston 
Blackheath, Wenhaston, 
Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 SHO, 
Tel 01502 478 258, 
www.woottensplants com 


Many thanks to Fibrex Nurseries, 
where the photographs for this 
feature were taken. 


Turn to our reader offer on page 110 
for deals on scented pelargoniums 
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PELARGONIUM ‘CHOCOLATE 
PEPPERMINT’ 

Softly felted three-inch long lobed leaves with 
amaroon-chocolate blotch Peppermint 
pungency and small pale-mauve flowers. 
Forms a large plant. USDA 9-11 


P‘ORSETT’ 

This is a relatively recent hybrid between a 
regal anda scented-leaved pelargonium so 
the large, pink flowers persist over summer. 
The foliage has an interesting smell rather like 
metal polish. AGM. RHS Hic, USDA 10b-11. 


P. ‘ORANGE FIZZ’ 

Softer, larger green leaves than'Prince 
Orange! with a sweet-citrus scent 
reminiscent of tangerine. Larger 
mauve-pink flowers heavily marked 
with purple and pink veins. AGM. 


P."MABEL GREY’ 
Large maple leaves in mid-green held on short 
stems. Distinctive in appearance and the best 
lemon scent of all. Large, pale-mauve flowers 
but not all that often, and often in winter. AGM. 
RHS Hic, USDA 9b-1L 


P. ‘PRINCE OF ORANGE’ 
Upright habit with small lobed leaves that 

‘smell of orange with a hint of apple thrown 
in. Pale-mauve flowers feathered in purple 
veins. AGM. USDA 9b-1. 
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Lynden B Miller 


New York's pre-eminent public garden designer and parks advocate 
believes that quality is the driver to a successful public space 


S PAULA DEITZ 


hen, in 1979, Lynden B Miller returned to New 
W York after two years of gardening pursuits in 

London, she recalls, “I thought the best of my life 
was over” Already an established collage artist, composing bold 
abstract landscapes in brilliant Hockney-hued colours, Lynden 
had read art history at Smith College in Massachusetts, where, 
she says, “my eye was trained for colour and form’, 

In New York she completed her Landscape Design 
Certificate at New York Botanical Garden (NYBG). Soon after, 
in 1982, she received the call that changed her life, and New 
York City’s as well. By the 1970s, the city’s parklands and public 
spaces had become degraded, even dangerous, including 
Frederick Law Olmsted's Central Park, considered a 
masterpiece of landscape design. The tide turned when 
Elizabeth Barlow Rogers founded the Central Park 
Conservancy in 1980 to restore the park to its glory days. 

After attending an exhibition of Lynden’s art, she called 
on her to restore the pastoral park’s Conservatory Garden. 

Located at the north end of the park abutting East Harlem, 
the six-acre Conservatory Garden was originally designed in 
the 1930s. It combines 17th-century-style French parterres of 
Santolina arabesques to the north with English-style 
herbaccous borders against serpentine hedges to the south, 
joined by double crab apple tree allées and a central 
greensward with a wisteria-entwined wrought-iron pergola 
ona raised terrace, On a radiant April afternoon in 1983, 
with the crab apples at their rosy-blossomed best, an 
official planting ceremony was held, thus launching 
Lynden Miiller’s 30-year career as New York's pre-eminent 
public garden designer and parks advocate. Her secret has 
been to introduce the labour-intensive world of private 
gardening into the public domain in lieu of the sparse 
plantings once associated with American parks. 

‘Naysayers predicting the garden's demise were proved 
wrong by Lynden’s theory: “Make it gorgeous, and they will 
come; keep it that way, and they will help you.” From children 
to wedding parties, the garden is alive from sunrise to sunset. 
Gregory Long, president of NYBG, credits Lynden with 
“making gardens fit for kings for ordinary people like us”. 

Even during planting season, wearing a protective visor 
and pocketing her beloved red-handled trowel and secateurs, 
Lynden retains a note of elegance, wearing a gold necklace and 


TRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


earrings. To make rounds with her, one goes from the top to 
the bottom of the city, from NYBG’s Perennial Garden and 

Ladies Border, Columbia University’s campus, Bryant Park, 
Hudson River Park on a renovated pier, and on to Robert F 

Wagner Jr Park in Lower Manhattan's Battery Park City. 

In downtown Manhattan, after the landscape designers 
Isabel and Julian Bannerman designed the Queen Elizabeth IT 
September 11th Garden at Hanover Square, in memory of 
those British citizens who perished in the World Trade Center 
tragedy, Lynden was brought in to provide her customary 
flourish. Her palette there includes purple sand cherries, pink 
anemones, plumbago, variegated hydrangeas, holies, yews and 
67 Nandina shrubs representing the number of lost British 
lives. When Queen Elizabeth visited the garden in July 2010, 
she particularly complimented Lynden on this gesture. 

In 2009, with the publication of her book, Parks, Plants, 
and People: Beautifying the Urban Landscape, Lynden stepped 
out of New York and became an instant national treasure, 
invited to spread her gospel of “how high-quality, imaginative, 
year-round plantings can soften and civilise city life.” 

Lynden is particularly proud of completing the 97th Street 
Pocket Park on Park Avenue, two blocks from her Fifth Avenue 
apartment. After Park Avenue’s railroad tracks were buried in a 
tunnel, it became a fashionable boulevard with a median strip 
planted in cherry trees, except, that is, for the neglected final 
segment beyond 96th Street. Lynden got the Parks Department 
to create a mini-town square with sturdy seating and her 
selections of hardy trees, shrubs and plants. Children flock to 
the far end to watch trains enter the tunnel, and the drivers 
look up, wave and sound their horns. During this interview 
there, Lynden’s pleasure with the children and the success of 
her newest park —among her 30 civic projects — was palpable, 
a success that confirms her belief that public parks provide a 
“powerful connection between people and nature”. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Parks, Plants and People: Beautifying the Urban Landscape 
by Lynden B Miller. WW Norton & Co, £35. 
www,publicgardendesign.com 
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Sylvie and Patrick Quibel of Le Jardin Plume. 


“Make it gorgeous, and they will come; keep it that way, and they will help you” 
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Dutch COU 


Bastin Nursery brings a tolich of the Meditel 
toa small corner of the Netherlands 


WORDS SIMONE VAN HEININGEN PHOTOGRAPHS ELKE BORKOWSKI 


In brief 
NAME Bastin Nursery. 
WHAT Nursery spécial 
Mediterranean plants, 
WHERE Aalbeek, a tiny hamlet inthe 


southernmost tip of the Netherlands. © 


SIZE Five acres. 3 
CLIMATE Temperate continental climate, 
fairly mild but winters have a °C average: 
SOIL Loamy, well drained and rich 
POINTS OF INTEREST Organic growing’ 
methods and principles. Strong sense 

of ‘community spirit’ 


Mediterranean plant nurse 


se) y Dutch standards, the province 


of Limburg is hilly. And Roger and Linda 
Bastin of Bastin Nursery in Aalbeek, at 
100 metres above sea level, are considered 
high-altitude gardeners. 

Their renowned collection of 
Mediterranean plants — including well over a 
hundred different lavenders — feels very 
much at home here on a terraced plot that 
covers approximately five acres. Although on 
a north-west facing slope, the three-metre- 
thick layer of local loamy soil provides good 
drainage and excellent growing conditions, 
as demonstrated by the lush display beds. 
Roger says:“When we bought this place 13 
years ago, it took some doing to get it right. 
For years, this had been rough pasture. 
‘Terracing the site meant that each drop 
would expose the subsoil, so we had to add 
tons of compost.” Looking down from the 
flat top of the hill, where the nursery’s stock 
makes the most of the August sunshine, the 
scene is set like a slice of southern France. An 
old pear tree (Pyrus communis ‘Légipont’), a 
couple of local Mergelland sheep, free range 
chickens and beehives —“The animals are 
Linda's domain” — occupy the higher end of 
the hill. Between two natural-looking areas, 
which were in fact planted by Roger, a gravel 
path leads down along the four terraces 
towards the 300-year-old farm buildings 
that Roger, Linda and their children call 
home, Provengal-blue window frames, a 


sunbathing orange tabby cat and a drowsy 
Bouvier dog add to the Mediterranean feel. To 
the left of the main building, which also 
houses the office — the throbbing heart of 
their highly successful web shop —a narrow 
dyke is planted with lavender and a prairie 
border separates the plot from the road. A 
raised bed is walled by local marlstone and 
covered in thyme, from the woolly Thymus 
polytrichus subsp. britannicus to easy-care 
Thymus pulegivides Foxley’ and caraway 
thyme, Thymus herba-barona. Herbs are 
close to Roger's heart. In fact, before they 
moved here from nearby Brunssum, the 
Bastin Nursery specialised in herbs. “But 

I found myself looking for excuses to 

call any planta herb," Roger says. 

The Bastins’ wish to expand the 
nursery, both in size and selection, led to 
the move to Aalbeck. Their philosophies 
have not changed, though. Roger and Linda 
both hold a degree in organic farming and 
apply the organic growing methods and 
principles in their nursery. Both are 
vegetarians and have a passion for edible 
plants. “My motto used to be that I did not 
like plants that had the audacity of merely 
being beautiful. Over time, I have mellowed. 
Lam learning to appreciate a plant for its 
beauty alone,” says Roger. But old habits die 
hard, and a lot of the plants sold by Bastin 
Nursery combine beauty with fragrant, 
medicinal and gourmet qualities, 


Top left Echinacea purpurea ‘Prairie Splendor’ and Twilight 


mingle with Stipa tenuissima and Achillea 'Feuerland 


Top right One of the 30-year-old farm buildings 
houses the nursery shop, 


Bottom left The narrow dyke is planted with, among others, 


Lavandula angustitolia’Nikita“Contrast’ and Peter Pan’ 


Bottom right Herbs Origanum Kent Beauty’ and Thymus 
Coccineus Group ‘Purple Beauty’ provide ground cover. 
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Mediterranean plant nursery 


Recs 
Browsing the Bastin 36 
Nursety’s terracds is Sud 
pure olfactory joy. 


> described extensively and with humour 
on the information cards. 

Each terrace is separated from the next 
by a beautiful border, and the plants used in 
each border are in the crates on that 
particular terrace, Perfect for the gardener 
who has difficulty coming up with 
interesting combinations, The Spring 
Border, for instance, translates into crates 
filled with, among many others, pulmonaria— 
Roger's favourite groundcover plant, 
hellebores such as Helleborus x ericsmithii 
‘Bob's Best’ and wonderful tree peonies such 
as Paconia Gansu Group ‘Bing Shan Xue 
Lian’ Along the large polytunnel, a border of 
two metres deep by 20 metres long 
symbolises what has become known as‘the 
Dutch wave; a planting scheme that mixes 
gently swaying grasses with flowering 


Lavender tips from Roger Bastin 


perennials, Lavandula angustifolia cultivars 
such as Miss Muffet (=‘Scholmis’) and 
Melissa Lilac (=‘Dow’) happily share soil 
space with Eryngium x zabelii‘Jos Eijking’ 
and Stipa barbata.“For years, I thought a 
combination of plants native to the same 
region worked best,” says Roger. “Somehow, 
an Asian plant simply looked out of place in 
among the Mediterranean plants. But it is 
growing on me. An exotic acanthus can look 
beautiful against the lavenders”” 5 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Kwekerij Bastin, Nieuwenhuysstraat 29, 


6336 XV Aalbeek, Limburg, The Netherlands. 


Tel +31 (0)45 5231475 
Website www.bastin.nl 
Open Wednesday to Saturday, 10am-5Spm. 


* Pruning is essential. At the nursery, we regularly pinch out the new growth on cuttings 
and young plants to stimulate lateral branching. Keep this up when you've just planted 


young lavenders. 


* Prune in spring to stimulate growth and prune in autumn to retain shape. Make sure you've 
finished pruning by the beginning of October, preferably earlier. Once the flowering season is 
over, there isno need to wait. One big advantage is the plant will continue to grow and you'll 
spend your winter looking at beautiful silvery grey balls rather than bare branches. Be a bit 
more careful with Lavandula x intermedia, though, as itis much less hardy. 

+ There is hardly ever a need to fertilise lavender. And don't water them, unless they are in pots. 
+ Lavenders can be planted year-round, unless it's freezing. The best time is October. Before 
planting, work lots of lime into the soil, about four times as much as the packaging says. Every 
two to three years add a maintenance dose, as prescribed. Note, however, that Lavandula 
stoechas cultivars and hybrids don't want lime and are best pruned in summer. 
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of Roger’s 
favourite lavenders 


1 Lavandula angustifolia ‘Contrast’ 
‘Our own selection, with very pale violet, 
almost white flowers emerging from the 
deepest dark violet, almost black calyx. 


2 L.a Blue Ice (=‘Dow3') 
The palest violet there is, Any paler and it 
would be white, Looks great when set off 
against darker colours. USDA 6b-11' 


3 La. ‘Blue Mountain White’ 
The best white I've ever seen. Well-shaped, 
‘compact, but no dwarf, USDA 6b-11, 


4La. ‘Elizabeth’ 

Longest bloomer, as classically lavender- 
coloured as can be, Archetypal lavender 
atits best. 


5 La, Melissa Lilac (=‘Dow4’) 

Flutty flowers ina very special lilac. 

This plant is remarkable and in a colour 
category of its own. USDA 6b-11 


6L. a. ‘Miss Katherine’ 
The best pink flowers. Period. AGM*. RHS- 
H4, USDA 6b-11 


7L. a. ‘Peter Pan’ 
The best dwarf cultivar — compact with 
dark flowers. USDA 6b-11 


8 La. ‘Royal Blue’ 
‘Anew and very promising dark cultivar 
that keeps flowering, 


9La.‘Siesta’ 
Avery full growing, vigorous and healthy 
plant with dark flowers, USDA 6a-10b. 


“Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available, 
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4 Jf 7 
COTCTLONMS.: 
Designer Chris Ghyselen is leading the way in Belgium ie e 5 


with his radical use of two elements = peretinials, atd.the 
~{--nation’s favourite;the garden hedge. “7a 42 


ROS NOEL KINGSBURY PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUE 


KE SF spenaies 
4 eae 
Sp Ce * rs 
Tues behind beech andyett 


Binigrthe double Border 
Jp featdres perennials and grasses 
J wititlafe-season‘interest. 


Belgian garden 


= Inbricf 24 . 
What Private subutBan garden 
‘Were Torhiout, Flanders:Belgiuth, 
Size T,000m 
Climate Cool temperate, with an 
avefage winter temperature’of I°C 
Soil’ Sandy clay. 

Points of interest A combination of 
(perennials and formal hedging in a 
listinétly modernist idiom. 


riving around Flanders, 

the overall impression of people’s 
gardens is that they are simple, almost 
austere. There are plenty of trees and 
flowering shrubs and plenty of 
beautifully clipped hedges, but few 
perennials, Dutch-speaking, this 
northern province of Belgium has a 
different recent history and culture to 
Holland, where many front gardens 
are a mass of flowering perennials and 
other plants, Thanks to designer Chris 
Ghyselen, this might be changing. 

Arriving at the home of Dirk and 
Marie Rose de Vriese in the suburbs 
of the city of Torhout, the first sight is 
indeed of minimalist austerity. The gently 
sloping front garden is completely taken 
up with a matt of Stephanandra incisa, 
a low-growing shrub that needs only 
clipping at the edges to maintain it. 
Entering the rear garden from around the 
side of the house, the planting is more 
simple — Pennisetum alopecuroides 
‘Gelbstiel’ and some shrub roses: Rosa 
white), ‘Geranium’ (scarlet) 
‘Kathleen’ (pale pink) ~ all single blooms. 

The lawn that the house and its 
terrace surveys is wide (three quarters of 
the width of the garden) but shallow, with 
a beech hedge at the rear. From the house 
it is just possible to see some perennials 
poking up above the beech, and further 
investigation reveals an elevated double 
border. Here, austerity is abandoned and 


Top left The austerity of a neighbouring wall and 
the hedge is softened by perennials. 


Top right A formal pool echoes the geometry of the 


rest of the garden, 
Bottom left An edging of the grass Pennisetum 
alopecuroides ‘Gelbstiel 


Bottom right Ceratostigma wilmottianum, here in 
the foreground, isa good late summer blue. 


R 


a wide range of perennials gives colour 
and scent all summer long. I am sure that 
no British designer would dream of hiding 
away their border like this, but for Chris 
Ghyselen it is all part of the plan. “I like 
there to be no exhibitionism in the garden,” 
he says. “I want to make people curious. 
The garden should not show itself all at 
once but seduce them and make them 
want to go and look.” 

Dirk de Vriese commissioned Chris 
after hearing about him from his wife's 
sister. He enjoys the maintenance, all 
of which he does himself. In addition 
he grows vegetables at his son's house 
nearby. Needless to say, hedge clipping 
is a major task. The perennials used 
are all varieties noted for their reliability 
and longevity and only need cutting 
back in the autumn. 

Chris has established a reputation 
as the leading Flemish garden designer 
partly through his use of perennials, 
but also for his modernist interpretation 
of the region’s main garden passion — 
hedges. “I have always been interested 
in perennials,” he says, “but the Flemish 
tradition is very much hedges and shrubs, 
although interest in perennials has been 
growing over the last five years, and when 
I was younger I was very influenced by 
landscape and garden architect Mien Ruys.” 
Chris grows perennials commercially on a 
small scale himself, has done some plant 
collecting in Nepal, and is producing a 


Belgian garden 


“The garden should not 
show itself all at once but 
seduce them and make 
them want to go and look” 


> steady stream of good new cultivars, 
including Persicaria amplexicaulis. There 
are four selections of this plant in the 
garden here: ‘Fine Pink’ and ‘Red Baron’. 
Persicaria amplexicaulis is somehow the 
perfect plant for a garden culture which is 
just creeping cautiously out from behind 
the hedge and looking at perennials. 

The double border of perennials 
makes for a colourful splash, but its 
exuberance is contained by hedges, some 
yew, some beech. “We like hedges for 
structure and privacy,” explains Chris, i om + 
“but I like the contrast between perennials Lee pe 
and hedges.” It is perhaps this that is the 
core of his success as a designer here. He 
suggests I explore behind the hedge at 
the rear of the double border. Here I 
discover a two-metre wide strip of grass 
between the hedge and the garden’s outer 
yew hedge, partly overshadowed by some 
small flowering cherry and crab apple 
trees, each with a light at its base, “It’s a 
secret world behind the big perennials,” 
Chris tells me. “I like to do this in small 
gardens,” Chris's own garden shows this 
love of secret passages and unexpected 
corners, Itis as if the narrow alleys and 


y tee 
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surprise routes through the nearby 
medieval city of Bruges have seeped into 
his planning and re-emerged in a green 
and contemporary form. 

All the elements we know from 
gardens at home, or indeed from gardens 
in the Netherlands, are here, but arranged 
differently, pared down and with a 


discipline we rarely see. It is exciting to 
observe a country taking up perennial 
planting, and it will be fascinating to see 


how it develops. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


You can see more of Chris's work online. 
Tel +32 (050) 781490 
Website www.chrisghyselen.be 
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35 Carex 5 Phlox divaricata 
muskingumensis S “Blue Perfume’ 
be ty Lo 
4 Persicaria 
Veitch Blue’ Aare cat 


12 Perovskia 


Belgian garden 
Border plants 


1 Miscanthus sinensis ‘Morning Light’ 
Compact perennial with narrow leaves edged 
with white. AGM* RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b' 

2 Perovskia ‘Little Spire’ 

Silver-grey leaves and upright spikes of tiny 
violet-blue flowers. 

3 Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Red Baron’ 
Compact plant with dense spikes of rich red 
4 Deschampsia cespitosa ‘Goldschleier’ 
Clump-forming evergreen grass. 

5 Saponaria x lempergii ‘Max Frei’ 

Pink five-petalled flowers on hairy stems. 

6 Aster pyrenaeus ‘Lutetia’ 

Plentifully produced palest pink daisies. 

7 Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Firedance’ 
Orange-red flowers on branching stems. 

8 Alchemilla mollis 

Hairy light green leaves with scalloped and 
toothed edges. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 
9 Phlomis russeliana 

Hairy perennial with rough-textured grey- 
green leaves. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


10 Monarda ‘Violet Queen’ 
Purple-tinged foliage and attractive 
seedheads. AGM, RHS H4, USDA 4a-9b, 


11 Deschampsia ‘Goldschleier’ As above. 


12 Perovskia ‘Little Spire’ See 2 above. 

13 Echinacea purpurea ‘Pica Bella’ 
Mauve-pink conetlower in upright clumps, 
14 Persicaria amplexicaulis 

“Early Pink Lady’ 

Semi-evergreen foliage with flowers that 
tedden in autumn. 

15 Carex muskingumensis ‘Oehme' 
Starts asa green sedge then develops 
distinct yellow stripes along the margins. 
16 Aster pyrenaeus ‘Lutetia’ See 6 above 
17 Eupatorium maculatum ‘Lag’ 

Purple blooms that make striking cut flowers. 
18 Persicaria ‘Red Baron’ See 3 above 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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Rich colours come to the fore in'the plating 
it Priory House with purple bythrum salicaria 

“Fetlerkerze’ and pifWk Sedum félephium 

{tropurpureum Group ‘Bon Bon prominent. 


~ 4 th 
This walled garden achieves great beauty through a sense of 
order, with a place for everything and everything in its place 


WORDS.LIA LEENDERTZ PHOTOGRAPHS LYNN KEDDIE 
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In brief 

What Walled garden to a Regency 
townhouse. 

Where Bracford-upon-Avon, Wiltshite 
Size About | acre 

Climate South-east facing so doesn't get 
too hot, but sheltered from prevailing 
winds by a huge Liriodendron. 

Soil Slightly alkaline and very friable soil 
Extremely well drained. 

Points of interest Colour themed 
borders in a central formal garden, 

and woodland planting at the edges. 


The beds in the formal area of 
the garden are planted as a mirror 
image of each other. 


On the days when 
it rains Jenny bakes, 
and then freezes the 
cakes, ready for her 
garden openings 


11 Echinacea purpurea ‘Fatal Attraction’ 

and Penstemon ‘Schoenholzer’ crowd 

to the front in shades of pink. 

2 Alarge Prunus hangs over the spring garden. 
3 The garden features an informal 

woodland walk 

4A view of the back of the house, with 
Echinops ritro in the foreground, 

5 The herbaceous border with pale pink 
Phlox paniculata ‘Bright Eyes! 

6 The entrance to the garden weaves through 
topiary in lead-style containers, 

7 Helenium ‘Red Jewel; Penstemon 
‘Schoenholzer’’ and Sedum telephium 
‘Atropurpureum Group ‘Bon Bon 


enny Woodall loves symmetry. 

Perfectly proportioned borders fall 
cither side of her lawn, which is itself 
dissected by sightlines that cut across at 
perfect right angles, each ending in a focal 
point. Every individual border isa child’s 
folded butterfly painting, with clumps of 
miscanthus, phlox and agapanthus as the 
mirrored paint splodges. Its strong, 
ordered and calm. 


But Jenny is self-effacing about her 
creation. “I am not so confident about 
design,” she says, "so I put in lots of 
straight lines, and lots of mirror images.” 
She says she wrestles with the geometry of 
the house which, although a large Regency 
townhouse with big, symmetrical rooms 
and windows, has a modern extension 
which has skewed it so that the back door 
sits off-centre to the garden. “There is 
nothing I can do about it, the house is 
Grade 2 listed, but I would love a central 
back door.” She has been forced to plough 
‘on with her perfectly squared off design 
in the face of this imperfection. Of course 
this flaw is entirely unnoticeable to the 
outsider’s eye: the garden's presence is so 
strong that it more than counters any 
lopsidedness (which had to be pointed 
out to me) but it marks Jenny out as the 
perfectionist she is. 

“I can't bear to see a weed. I won't 
tolerate it.” she says, and with such high 
standards she has to put the time in. “I 


Wiltshire garden 


work in the garden five days a week, Ido 
the lawns, the edging, everything, [like 
a stripe in my lawn.” For Christmas she 


received metal awn edgings, enough to 


edge the whole garden. I do like nice 
jewellery, but I prefer sharp lawn edges,” 
she says. On the days when it rains Jenny 
bakes, and then freezes the cakes, ready for 
her garden openings. Her love of the garden 
openings has even affected the design of the 


garden, which boasts a generous terrace 
especially designed to leave plenty of room 
con which her visitors can take teas and eat 
those rainy-day cakes, 


The terrace has another functio 
covers the foundations of a much older 
part of the house, which was here before 
the modern extension was built. “There 
are filled-in cellars and foundations here 
that make it impossible to garden.” The result 
is this terrace, covering a third of the formal 
garden to the two thirds of lawn and borders. 

While Jenny claims almost to have 
winged it to such a strong design, she is on 
more confident ground when using colour, 
“[ like to use plants from a very similar 
colour range, for instance I use the same sorts 
of blues together, a lilacy blue with a hint of 
pink in it. I like things to tone.” She has done 
the same in the hot borders close to the 
house, where shades of pink, raspberry and 
crimson run alongside each other ina 
riotous celebration of red, to luxurious 
and satisfying effect. > 


ola preinals thdhiay 


betweerthé formial and mibre relaxe: 


ateas’of the garden. 


> Alarge pergola runs the entire 
boundary of the formal garden, providing 
shade and shelter to a broad walkway. It 
encloses the inner part of the garden design, 
and beyond this Jenny allows things to get a 
little looser. These areas are shaded by some 
large trees and so contain a good few 
woodland plants “though in spring you 
would see that even here this is the pink bed, 
and this is the white bed,” she confides. 
Habits die hard. 

Fittingly then, the herbaceous borders are 
her real love, or at least the tinkering with 
them. “I adore them, but it is hard to get 
them right” she says, while clearly relishing, 
the thought."They were the first things I did 
here but they still need more work.” She sees 
them with a pragmatic eye:“I am completely 
unsentimental about plants. I might find 


Dividing up space 


something the best thing since sliced bread 
‘one year, and then have completely gone off 
it a few years later.” 

So however vibrant and perfect these 
plants may look, they had better not get too 
comfortable; Jenny's joy in playing with 
colour means this is a garden that is rarely 
static. “I want the best garden I can possibly 
have, and so I have to keep refining. I can 
almost hear the plants groan when I come 
along with my spade each winter.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
‘Address Priory House, Market Street 
Bradford-on-Avon, Wiltshire BAIS 1LH. 
Contact Jenny and Tim Woodall. 

Email trwwoodalld@yahoo.com 

Open Sunday 4 August, 2-5:30pm. 


Jenny has used both plants and hard materials to split the garden into distinct areas. "I like 
rooms ina garden. | don't lke to see the whole of itallin one go’ she says. Her main trick in 
doing this has been the erection of a vast three-sided pergola, which covers a walkway running 
along three sides of the garden, and dividing it into a formal inner garden and woodland-like 
outer garden. This is draped in clematis and roses. She also has a trellis covered in ivy. 


Because the garden is in a conservation area Jenny has been wary of putting in any large 
trees or permanent hedges. “I feel the garden is too small for big hedges anyway, and lam 
not allowed to take down any large trees, which makes me worry about planting more." Instead 
she has made use of perennials with a big presence. She is particularly fond of grasses such 

as Miscanthus sinensis ‘Morning Light'with its minty variegated leaves, which create screening 
opportunities. “Their waving flower heads almost block the view. They make me want to see 
what is around the next corner,” she says. 
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of Jenny’s favourite 
plants for August 


1 Phlox paniculata ‘Bright Eyes’ 
Hove this plant and it is in flower for 
months. A soft pink flower with a darker 
pink eye. AGM* RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b! 


2 Stipa gigantea 
|use this to create height in the garden, 
and also to help screen areas, | love the 
colour changes it goes through. AGM. 
RHS H4, USDA 5a-10b. 


3 Penstemon ‘Schoenholzeri’ 
Although this is a bright colour it doesn't 
‘shout at you, and | use it a little like wall- 
paper. It’s a lovely colour against 

which to show off other flowers. 

‘AGM. RHS H4, USDA 4a-9b. 


4 Agapanthus ‘Streamline’ 
ove agapanthus, and grow them in large 
clumps through the borders. This year | 
amaiso trying out anew cultivar 
Catharina’ with upright, well-behaved 
foliage and chunky stems. 


5 Phlox paniculata ‘Harlequin’ 

This has variegated foliage and flowers of 
the most peculiar purple. 'm moving it out 
of the blue beds and into the hot beds, 
where I think it wil sit better. It's a lovely 
thing, USDA 4a-8b. 


6 Nicotiana langsdorffii 

In summer this annual is smothered 

in tiny acid green flowers. t's a plant | 
love using in among herbaceous plants. 
‘AGM. USDA 9a-11 


7 Echinacea purpurea ‘Fatal Attraction’ 
This is a very strong pink and | like using 
itin the hot borders. It also dies well, and 
has a great skeleton all through winter. 
USDA 4a-9b, 


8 Solidago x luteus ‘Lemore’ 
This is a cross between a solidago and an 
aster. Itis a much finer plant that a 
solidago, more plumey. It's a big favourite. 
AGM. RHS H4, USDA 34-98. 


9 Dahlia ‘Waltzing Matilda’ 
This is quite a crazy flower but | love it. 
Ithas an unusual colour, not quite orange 
or pink or red, but somewhere in between. 
The petals havea slightly ragged look. 


“Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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“Display beds throughout the 
nursery'show crocosmia to their. | 
sg best axivantage. Here Crocosmia 
- * croégfhjlifiord ‘Bab¥lon’ mingles 
f. With n®péta and tall, yellow jnula. 


In brief 

Name Trecarina, 

What Nursery specialiging inSouth African bulbs, 
especially crocosmig/and eticomis. 

Where The slopes of the TamarValléy"Cornwall 
Size One acre. 

Climate Average minimurtvof 5°C, though the 
conditions are very windy. 

Sojl Stony clay, improved with much hard labour, 
Points of interest Magnifigent display beds showing 
inventive combinations of South Africa lants. 


Cornish nursery 


Hidden depths 


The Cornish flag flutters over Trecanna 
Nursery, where Mark Wash looks after a 
superb collection of beautiful crocosmia 


AMBRA EDWARDS, 


C A ou would have thought that someone 
who works in the order of 16 hours a day, 
outdoors, in one of the wetter spots on the 
planet, might like a lie-in-the-sun-and-do- 
nothing sort of holiday. 

Not Mark Wash. His idea of refreshment 
before the hectic summer show season starts 
is to travel round Madagascar, by plane, 
helicopter and ox cart, searching for 


Crocosmia ambongensis — the rarest of the 


seven known species of crocosmia (the other 
six all grow in South Africa). Having 
narrowed things down to “an area half the 
size of Devon” he has every hope of success. 


But Mark has always been one to row his 


own canoe (quite literally, on these 
occasions). As a commercial bulb buyer in 
the chintzy 1980s, when orange was frowned 
upon in the garden, Mark found himself 
drawn to the unfashionably fiery shades of 
crocosmia, admiring the elegant sword-like 
form of C.‘Lucifer’ and herringbone flower 
arrangement of C.'Emberglow’ (both 
introduced by Alan Bloom in the 1970s) and 


Pleasing partners 


ANDREA JONES 


noting how they “filled a gap from July, 
when all the bulbs and perennials had really 
finished their work, until September, when 
other things took ovei 


As his interest (and collection) grew, he 
travelled to South Africa to study the bulbs 
in the wild. “The species are all incredibly 

diffe 
understanding their different flowering 


ent, and when you're crossing them, 


times and flower shapes and the different 
altitudes they grow at, has a direct bearing 
on their si: 


their habit, whether they'll 


tolerate shade, or wet, and how much cold 


they will cope with. 
s, Mark has been 


‘rocosmia on the 


For the last ten 


growing and breeding 
banks of the Tamar —on the Cornish side, 


of course, where montbretia (Crocosmia x 
crocosmiiflora) romps wild in the hedgerows. 
These unruly habits have given crocosmia a 
bad name — quite unjustly, as Mark is at 
pains to point out.“ They don’t all increase at 
a scary rate. Some of the nicest ones bulk up 


lowly, such as ‘Rowallane Yellow’ or 


Crocosmia look good with other South African plants that enjoy the same growing conditions, 
such as Eucomis and Tulbaghia: with rusty coloured heleniums or yellow, starry coreopsis. But 
Mark especially likes to grow them with Verbena bonariensis. “It’s the opposite side of the 
colour wheel so the colour contrast is perfect: yellow, copper, orange or red all go well with it. 
The height is right and the fact that it flowers June to October means it doesn't matter whether 
your crocosmia is early, mid-season or late. Its a fabulous combination.” 
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> statuesque ‘Zeal Giant, which forms 
enormous corms the size of a jacket potato, 
though very few. In fact, it’s hard to think of 
a plant that is less trouble in the garden. 
‘They don't suffer in the way of pests and 
diseases —rabbits and deer don't like them; 
slugs rarely touch them. They are tolerant of 
salt and wind — tall ones like ‘Lucifer’ will 
grow on top of a cliff and never snap. And, 
provided you plant deep and mulch well, 
they're hardy in the ground down to -15°C, 
so you can grow them fairly well anywhere. 
“Most interesting to me,” says Mark, “are 
the different shapes and habits of the plants. 
While some stand upright, others are very 
arching, and look marvellous planted on a 
steep bank, where you can look up at them. 
“The foliage is very varied too. Far from 
just a sword-shaped leaf, some of them are 
pleated, some are flat, some tend to point 
downwards, some arch upwards; some are a 
blue-grey colour, some an apple green —so 
long before and after the flower, the leaves 
make an attractive focal point in the garden.” 
But surely the point of crocosmia is its 
bold and brilliant colour? Bold but not 
brash, insists Mark. There are many 
pleasingly subtle bi-colours, while the 
brightest colours can be mediated by 
delicacy of flower-shape, such as the graceful 
reflexed petals of ‘Cornish Copper’ 
“The colours I’m interested in at the 
moment,” explains Mark, “are the coppery 
tones and the salmons, that you can use with 
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Mark’s advice on 
growing crocosmia 


There's this idea that because they 
come from South Africa, they like 
baking ina hot, dry border, but nothing 
could be further from the truth. Many 
grow by water and — to do really well — 
the roots like to get down into some 
moisture. They will cope with dry 
shade, but won't flower at their best. 
So the ideal spot is sunny, but shaded 
for some part of the day, in soil that is 
well drained but has some substance, 
and won't dry to dust in the summer. 
Plant them deeply, adding plenty of 
compost, and topping with a good 
thick mulch. A sprinkle of bonemeal 

in spring will improve flowering, 


emia “Ellenbank Firecrest 
loweowees 
als édget frorange.. 


Cres: 


Whena crocus dies down in winter, 
the old corm will shrivel away anda 
new one form on top, but with 
crocosmia the old corms persist and 
act as storage organs, so you end up 
with long chains, reaching deep into 
the ground, with the growth coming 
mainly from the top ones. So every 
three or four years, dig up the clump in 
autumn as the leaves die back, split off 


russet grasses and purple-leaved plants to 
create quite different effects from the hot, 
fiery borders we've been used to.” 

He would also like to see more 
appreciation of crocosmia'’s beautiful 
seedheads — varieties like Prince of Orange, 


‘Ellenbank Firecrest’andScarlet Wonder’ all ny you don't want and replant the 
offer elegant sprays of fruits for months after ole clump so thatthe top corm is at 
the flowers have faded. 


least 10cm deep, That keeps the plants 


“Most British gardens peak in the spring con their toes and you get more flowers, 


and quieten down in the summer,” observes 
Mark. “This is a way to make summer the 
highlight of your garden, or at least to keep 
it going many months longer. What other 
plant gives so many months of interest, from 
the fine architectural foliage, to the diamond 
arrangement of buds before they open, to 
the amazing seedheads when they finish? 

“And they're easy: what other plant do 
you know that tolerates rabbits, wind and 
weather, needs little care, and will give years 
of pleasure? How can you go wrong?” 0 


Crocosmia grow well in pots, but 
need protection below about -5° 
They're dormant in winter, so you can 
just tuck away the pots in the garage 
or greenhouse. In the ground, our 
bulbs have come through Cornwall's 
two coldest winters unscathed. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Trecanna Nursery, Latchley, Nr Gunnistake, 
Cornwall PLI8 9AX. 

Open Trecanna Nursery is not open to 
Visitors at present, while Mark is moving 
plants to anew nursery site further down the 
Tamar Valley. However, orders can be placed 
and sent by mail order as usual, or collected 
from shows. Tel 01822 834680. 

Website www.trecanna.com 


Cornish nursery 


4 \_A of Mark’s 
favourite crocosmia 


Crocosmia offer a long flowering season: 
Early from mid-June: Mid July and 
August; Late late August to Sept-Oct, 


ADixter seedling, with broad leaves and 
pure red flowers, raised by Christopher 
Lloyd from a batch of C. masonorum 
seedlings, and tried and tested in the 
most exacting hot borders of all 
Mid-late season. Grows up to 75cm. 


2C. ‘Tamar New Dawn’ 

Another exquisite hybrid, with delicate 
branched spikes of downward-facing, 
bi-coloured flowers, quite orchid-like in 
their refinement. Mid-season, 75-90cm. 


3C. ‘Zeal Giant’ 


SPECTACULAR 


This Devon-bred colossus makes a 
spectacular specimen plant, The huge 
branching flower spike arches 
downwards, emerging from striking 
ruffled and pleated leaves. Early season. 
150-180cm. USDA 5a-9b'. 


4C. x crocosmiiflora ‘Mount Usher’ 
A short, upright plant. Many of the pale 
yellows are quite similar, the difference 
being chiefly in flowering time. 
Mid-season. 45-75cm. 


5 C. Prince of Orange’ 
300D SEEDHEADS 
This was introduced to Britain by Mark 
last year. Erect stems bear many large, 
sparkling, orange-red flowers with a 


distinct golden centre flecked with 


burgundy. Outstanding seedheads. 
Mid-season. 90cm. 


6 Crocosmia ‘Tamar Peace’ 


Most crocosmia have six petals, but this 
long-flowering variety has only four. Small 
starry flowers stand clear of the foliage 
‘on dainty stems, lending it an enchanting 
butterfly grace. Mid-season. 75-90cm. 


7. ‘Tamar Glow’ 

Masses of large flowers (up to 6m 
across) in a pure, singing red are borne 
on tall, upright spikes above bright, 
pleated foliage. Brilliant, but not brash. 
Mid to late season, 90cm plus. 


8C. masonorum 

This beautiful arching species crocosmia 
is now rare in the wild, where it grows on 
wet rock ledges ~ Mark has seen it 
growing only in a remote spot in the 
Eastern Cape, rather scarily known as 
"Satan's Nek’ First collected in 1911, it 

is a parent of the famous ‘Lucifer’ 
Mid-season. 75-90cm. AGM” RHS H4, 
RHS 5a-9b, 


9, ‘Cornish Copper’ 


The coppery flowers are huge, almost 
8cm across, but because the petals are 
reflexed, long and narrow, it remains light 
and graceful, Narrow, partly pleated 
leaves, Late season. 90-105cm. 


10. paniculata 

This tall species crocosmia is grown as, 

a good luck plant in tribal villages 
throughout Southern Africa. itis 
pollinated by the malachite hummingbird, 
whose beak is the same shape as the 
flower. Mid-season. 120-150cm. 
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Cornish nursery 


11C. x crocosmiiflora ‘Babylon’ 


A superb, strong-growing cultivar that 
has enormous orange-red flowers, with 
dark maroon markings and a yellow 
throat, set off by narrow, dusky leaves. 
Late season, 90cm, 


12C. xc, ‘Debutante’ 


This well-named cultivar has a quiet 
charm ~ delicate and low growing, with 
an upward facing apricot flower that 
fades to pink. Late season. 45-75em, 
USDA 5a-9b. 


13C. xc. ‘Honey Angels’ 

A compact but vigorous cultivar with very 
bright green foliage and masses of small 
tubular flowers in a really clear, soft yellow 
that combines sublimely with the blues of 
agapanthus. Late season. 60-75cm. 

RHS H3, USDA 5a-9b. 


14C. pottsii‘Culzean Pink’ 


There are no true pinks in crocosmia - 
this is more coral, though noticeably 
pinker earlier in the season. Descended 
from C. pottsii, which grows along 
streamsides in the wild, it does best in 
moist soil. Early season. 90-120crm. 


15 C. ‘Zeal Unnamed’ 

Tall with handsome pleated leaves and 
arching spikes of up to 30 deep salmon 
flowers borne on maroon stems. The last 
of breeder Terry Jones’ legacy of 
outstanding crocosmia hybrids. 

Early season. 120cm, 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
Hardiness ratings given where available, 


To celebrate the Proms we'd 
like to offer you a subscription 
to BBC Music Magazine 
for just £32, a huge 
saving of 50%! “Che Prom 
LY TOWNS ISSUE 


Hurry — offer valid S 
a limited time ae " Nees See 


celebrates his return to 
the world’ 


YOUR SPECIAL OFFER paces 


e Save 50% on the shop price — pay 
just £32 for 43 issues by Direct Debit 
e Build up alistening library with 

a complete work on each month’s 
cover CD 

e Benefit from FREE UK delivery 
direct'toyour door 

@ Never miss a single issue of 

the world’s best-selling 

classical music magazine! 


Subscribe online at 


J*Wwww. ipti 
-buysubscriptions.com/musicmagazine 


a 
subscriber hotline on 08: 8. 0 l 
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TREES 

New nursery 

Anew ten-hectare nurse 

winding paths to display 

mature trees and shrubs, ha: 

Florence in Italy. Intended as as ‘Specimen 
trees selected by Vannucci Piante for professional 
landscapers and garden designers, Pistoia Nursery Park, 
with lighting installations by architect Mario Cucinella, can 
also be visited by members of the public, by appointment. 
Tel #39 0573 79701; www.pistoianurserypark.it 


Strawberry Hill forever” 


The restoration of the garden at 
Strawberry Hill, Horace Walpole’s 
gothic castle in Twickenham, London 
was completed this summer. Ithas 
reinstated many elements seen in 
Walpole’s day, as shown here on the 
reconstructed 1797 plan. Most unusual 
is the Theatrical Shrubbery, a graduated 
arrangement of shrubs and trees 
fronted by a herbaceous border. Visitors 
can also ee the grove of lime trees and 
acacids set out ina ‘goose foot design. 
Aree tour of the garden takes place 
6n28 August, 25 September, 9 and 

23 October, at 3.30pm 
Www.strawberryhillhouse.org.uk 


RECYCLING 
Show gardens live on 


‘The Remix Garden is a fresh approach to recycling show gardens. 


Using materials from the Cloudy Bay garden in the Fresh 
category at Chelsea this year, four installations will be created 
at the Oxo Tower Wharf Courtyard, London. The designers are 
Anoushka Feiler, Daniel Lobb, Matthew Childs and Jon Sims. 
The remaining materials will be used by the Bankside Open 
Spaces Trust. For more, visit www.cityscapes.org.uk 


GRAND DESIGNS 
Chris Beardshaw, 
Angie Lewin and 

Maggi Hambling are 
among 16 celebrities 
who have created 


designs on the theme 
of Nature’s Grand 
Designs for the 
Deckchair Dreams 


collection, a project 
run by the Royal 
Parks Foundation 
Visit www. 


deckchairdreams.org 


One for the kids 


The Budding Gardeners Greenhouse from Gabriel Ash 
is just the right size to appeal to young gardeners 
wanting to have a go at raising their own plants. Made 
from sturdy Western Red Cedar, this neat glasshouse 
is built to last and at over 2m at its apex. it's perfect for 
adults too - they'll just need to duck to enter through 
the 1.47m-high sliding doors. 1.8m wide and 1.2m 
deep, it's available at the introductory price of £995, 
supply only. Tel 0845 434 8897; www.gabrielash.com 


Wirral redevelopment 


Work has started on a £2.3m scheme to create a 


new park on a former landfill site in the Wirral. The 
28-hectare Port Sunlight River Park, designed by 
landscape architects Gillespies, will incorporate 
wildlife habitats including a wetland area and a 
wildflower walk and will open up access to the 
coast. It will offer stunning views, from the site's 
37m-high mound, over the Mersey estuary. 


RHS Wisley Garden from 
inCheshire, 24 August to 29 September, 
isanewcategory hosted by designed by head gardener —_—_All works are for sale, 
inthe Society ofGarden David Ward, takes place on 14. Damian Harris and planted with 
Designers Awards andit’s August. On 12 September David 1,600 roses around a central 
opentonon-members. _leadsahalf-day workshopon —_rotunda. www.nationaltrustorg. at Flatford Mil, Suffolk, which 
The spaces may be creating a gravel garden. Both _uk/dunham-massey shows how to plan and make 
temporary orpermanent. __ events should be booked in awildiife-friendly garden, 
Closing date 12 August, advance. Tel 01206 822007: fromthe SouthEast 14 September, 10am-4pm. Tel 
www.sedawards.com www.bethchatto.co.uk createawindingtrail through 01206 391153, www.rspb.org.uk 
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Annie Guilfoylis Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. Sheis 
also Garden Course 
Coordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


Linking the garden 
with the landscape 


You don't always have to search far and wide for design inspiration. 
Sometimes it’s right on the other side of your garden fence 


ANNIE GUILFOYLE 


ast month I wrote about linking the house 
i and garden. Now I am leaping the boundary 

to focus on the connection between the 
garden and the greater landscape. Nothing new 
about this — in the 18th century in his Epistle to 
Lord Burlington, essayist and poet Alexander Pope 
referred to the Roman ideology of consulting the 
‘genius of the place. The Romans believed that 
every location had its own guardian spirit and 
that it should be respected. The modern 
interpretation of genius loci is about recognising the 
distinctiveness of the place and giving it careful 
consideration before implementing a new design. 
Maybe this all sounds rather heavy duty, but if you 
do look beyond the garden wall and consider how 
the site relates to the surrounding landscape, it can 
help with the design process. 

Designers talk of ‘borrowing the landscape, 
which simply means opening up vistas from a 
garden, allowing you to appreciate distant views. 

A niche cut into a hedge or a pair of trees planted 
apart, are simple ways of framing a view and drawing 
the eye outward. The ha-ha, which is basically a 
hidden ditch, is probably the most familiar device for 
seamlessly connecting the garden to the landscape. 


Take your cue 

Identifying trees and shrubs that are growing in 
neighbouring gardens or on surrounding land 
should give you an indication of the plants that will 
thrive in your garden. By selecting similar species 
and positioning them close to the garden perimeter 
it will help to ‘blur’ the boundaries; creating a 
connection to the outside and making the garden 


appear larger. The geographical location of the 
garden can aid with the plant selection. For 
example, in a coastal situation Hippophae 
rhamnoides (sea buckthorn) or Crataegus monogyna 
(hawthorn) will survive the exposed conditions and 
connect to the landscape. 

Observe the local topography and see if this can 
be reflected in some way. The lines of distant hills 
could be mirrored by a cloud-pruned hedge, or 
plant swathes of grasses that will gently undulate in 
the breeze to resemble the contours of the land. 

‘Those who live in an urban environment may 
be muttering about the lack of sweeping vistas. 
However it is still possible to create a connection. 
Local materials and building styles may be reflected 
in the design of the hard landscaping. Formal 
hedging and geometric topiary can be clipped in an 
innovative way to echo the outlines of the cityscape. 
Consider the High Line in Manhattan, a fabulous 
example of framing city views and relating the park 
to the industrial heritage of a site. Remember, 
before you redesign your garden take time to look 
over the fence and consult your genius! 


NEXT MONTH Creating privacy in the garden 


1 Blurrin 


boundaries 


Nestled beside the village of Buckland Monachorum, 
The Garden House in Devon has the most 
magnificent views of Dartmoor. Itis almost 
impossible to see where the garden ends and the 
landscape begins. The garden feels much larger than 
it really is and has a very strong sense of place. 
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milar contour 
The undulating lines of a 
distant landscape can be 
mirrored by skilfully pruning 
the boundary hedge, echoing 
the sinuous contours. You can 
choose to prune the hedge very 
lightly, making it appear more 
naturalistic, or if you 
accentuate the pruning it 
becomes more stylised. 


onne n 

In this charming Cornish 
garden carefully placed rocks 
and large pieces of driftwood 
are arranged along the 
boundary, linking it with the 
coastal scene beyond. 
However, you need to strike a 
delicate balance to ensure that 
you don't overdo the styling 
and avoid creating a pastiche. 


4 Local materia 
If possible try to use local 
materials in the construction of 
the garden, Locally sourced 
stone will not only blend well 
into the landscape but it may 
also connect with the 
neighbouring buildings and 
gardens. To strengthen this 
link with the landscape. 
research local building 
methods and traditions. 


5 Open invitation 


Agate offers a physical link 
between the garden and the 
landscape. It provides a focal 
point and leads the eye 
outward, beyond the 
boundaries. An open gate 
represents an invitation 
making it hard to resist 
walking through to discover 
What is on the other side. 
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When the surrounding 
landscape is this spectacular, 
it would be foolish to try and 
compete with it. Here the 
gentle, naturalistic planting 
merges effortlessly into the 
wilder Cornish countryside. 
Selecting the appropriate 
plants to suit the location is 
so important when creating 
a garden that sits comfortably 
in the landscape. 


7 Urban framing 
The High Line in Manhattan is 
one of the most exciting urban 
parks to have been created in 
recent years, At various points 
there are promontories where 
you can sit and view the 
streets below. A large hotel 
straddles this section of the 
park, creating a dramatic link 
with the cityscape. 


ful resour 

‘The Garden House 
www:thegardenhouse.org.uk 
The High Line 
www.thehighline.org 
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GLASS VERANDA 


CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION & BROCHUR! 


FREEPHONE 0800 1072727 


Quoting G126/07 
www.edenverandas.co.uk 


Wwildli 


YEO ee & Gardens 


Closer “loser tw Wildlife 


«260 Animal Species - Stunning Gardens 
“irate okey: + Walk with Lemurs 


(Mid-vay between Oxford &iCheltenhaen) 


two dailditenareee 


| www.cot 


Glass Veranda or Gis s 
Room from Eden 


* Wide range of bespoke designs 

® Huge choice of frame colours and 
weatherproof finishes 

® Manufactured in all shapes and sizes 
to suit your home 

® Our glass verandas can be converted 
into a glass room at any time 

* Optional energy efficient heating 
and lighting 

* Professionally installed by skilled 
craftsmen 

* 10 year guarantee 


VERANDAS! 


osmor 


01296 481 220 www.osmogard.co.uk 


ADD A TOUCH OF STYLE TO ANY GARDEN 
Decking | Screens | Fences | Summer Houses 


of sourcebook 


THE SHORT LIST 


Garden barbecues 


Take a look at our favourite ways to cook outdoors over the summer months 


PRACTICAL COOKING AMERICAN CLASSIC EVERYTHING TO HAND 
Shogun One-Touch Original kettle barbecue ‘Omega 200 
Charcoal, £267, Invicta, Charcoal, £129.99, Weber, Charcoal, £169.99, Outback, 
01268 200139, www fireplaceproducts co.uk (01756 69261, www.weberbbq.co.uk (01767 684030, www.outbackbarbeque.co.uk 


CHEF'S FAVOURITE TABLE TOP DANISH DESIGN 
Big Green Egg ceramic barbecues Table barbecue Morso Grill Forno 
Charcoal, £799, Alfresco Concepts, Gas, from £2,099, Cole Henley, Charcoal, £850, Morso, 
(0843 216 2805, www biggreenegg.co.uk (01256 896560, wwwcolehenleycom 01298 872842, wwwthestoveandcookercentre.co.uk 


SLEEK LINES USEFUL CABINET SILVER STYLE 
Dancook 1501 Bumer cabinet barbecue Napoleon Triumph Series 325 
Charcoal, £399.99, Dancook, Gas, £579, John Lewis, Gas, £359.99, Napoleon, 
0118 923 0501, www. gardens com (08456 049049, www.johniewis.com 01789 763336, www keengardener.co.uk 
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wit Celebrating 50 years of BBC Wildlife Magazine 1 


| GIENS GANNETS ISLEOFMAY TERNS 
rT. Tat WH ‘ad 


Get 13 issues for just £25.95" 
when you subscribe today 


TEE EOE 


BBC Wildlife Magazine is your essential guide to the 
natural world. Every issue showcases the wonder 
and beauty of wildlife and helps you to understand, 
experience and enjoy nature more. It is packed 

full of breathtaking images, informative features, 
British wildlife, practical advice and much more. 


per issue 


Please quote 
GIHAW813 


MAGAZINE 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Education Guide 


The definitive guide to the best courses available 
in Horticulture and Garden Design 


INSPIRATIONAL LEARNING WITH THE RHS 


Aspire to be the best in gardening and learn with the Royal Horticultural Society 


QUALIFICATIONS 


Nationally recognised RHS qualifications are offered 
by colleges and other approved centres throughout the 
UK and Ireland. 


Qualifications cover a wide range of horticultural topics 
and skills levels, and include theory-based certificates in 
Garden Planning, Establishment and Maintenance and 
also in the Principles of Plant Growth, Propagation and 
Development. The RHS also provides a series of practical 
skills qualifications which focus on developing the 
essential skills required in the garden. 


Part-time day, evening or distance learning study 


available for selected courses. 


rhs.org.uk/courses or call 01483 226500 
for further information. 


SHORT COURSES AND WORKSHOPS 


Improve your skills whatever your level in gardening, 
garden design, photography, botanical art and 
garden crafts. 


Enjoy learning through practical hands-on courses, run by 
experienced, qualified tutors. Don’t miss the opportunity 
to learn alongside RHS horticulturists and experts in the 
amazing, unique setting of our four RHS Gardens Harlow 
Carr in Yorkshire, Hyde Hall in Essex, Rosemoor in Devon 
and Wisley in Surrey. 


rhs.org.uk/courses or email 
adultlearning@rhs.org.uk 
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Sharing the best in Gardening 


Royal Horticultural Society 


rhs.org.uk/courses 


RHS Registered Charity No: 222879/5C038262 


Pickard School of Garden Design 


“Whatever talent you have as a garden designer, no matter how 
hidden, Rob will find and develop.” 


Join us this October on our one-year, part-time diploma course 
as the first step towards one of the most rewarding and enjoyable 

of careers. Led by leading, award-winning garden designer Rob 
Whitehead, we offer small class sizes, plenty of one-to-one feedback, 
and a friendly, supportive environment in which to develop your skills. 


02087839658 admin@pickardschool.com 
www.pickardschool.com 


Writtle School of Design 

Writtle School of Design, based at Writtle College, has the 
expertise, resources and academic credibility to help you establish 
a rewarding career in design and horticulture-related professions. 
Subject areas include: 


+ Garden Design 
+ Landscape Architecture 

+ Historic Designed Landscapes 
+ Horticulture 

+ Landscape Management 


Set within beautiful landscaped gardens, our highly reputable 
courses provide students with the knowledge and skills required 

for successful futures. Our higher education courses are validated by 
the University of Essex 


01245 424200 


EMA\L info@writtle.ac.uk www.writtle.ac.uk 


Inchbald School of Design 


Aleading centre of garden design for over 50 years 


Graduate Courses 

The Diploma in Garden Design enables students to enter garden 
design at a professional level. It is an intensive year-long course that 
aims to achieve high standards in a relatively short time. 


Part-time Courses 
Apart time Course (two days aweek) offers students the 
opportunity to benefit from professional tuition at Diploma level. 


Online Courses 
Dynamic and inspirational, from 12 weeks to 3 years, this is a flexible 
alternative for anyone wishing to study part time, from home. 


02076309011 


gardens@inchbald.co.uk www.inchbald.co.uk 


Pershore College 
Pershore, best in show for horticulture 


We've got the best horticulture resources in the UK 


Pershore's extensive 60 hectare site (home to several national plant 
collections) is perfect for our award-winning students to develop their 
skills. While our wide range of industry partners allow for fantastic 
employment opportunities and experience of work. 


Plus, we've got expert tutors, a national reputation for horticulture 
and modern en-suite accommodation... so why go anywhere else! 


Choose from full and part-time courses, apprenticeships and 
degrees. 


0300 456 0049 
www.warwickshire.ac.uk/horticulture 


Capel Manor College 


Leading the field in horticulture and garden design 


+ Learn the strategies behind good planting and design, from highly 
qualified and vocationally experienced tutors. 

+ Reasonably priced part-time and evening courses suitable for 
career changers and entrepreneurs 

+ Everything from introductory courses to two year diplomas, with 
add-ons in Computer Aided Drawing 

+ Specialist teaching resources including design studios and access 
to wide-ranging plant collections. 

+ Opportunities to take part in shows and competitions including RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show and The Ideal Homes Show. 


08456 122122 enquiries@capel.ac.uk 
© www.capel.ac.uk 


Tat Gwar 


The English Gardening School 
The English Gardening School, long established as the leader in all 


matters horticultural, is now back at the Chelsea Physic Garden. 
Join our brand new courses beginning in late September. 


Good Gardening One Year Diploma covers the best in Design and 
Planting while training in the more serious aspects of horticulture, 


New Ten Week Intensive Course in Garden Design 
January-March 2014 covers all you need to know in this diverse 
subject, including two real design projects. 


Alumni Days, Garden Makers Days, Garden Visits and Tours. 


0207352 4347 or 01730 818373 
info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
www.englishgardeningschool.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


The London College of Garden Design 


Looking for world-class, inspirational training to develop a great 
career in garden design? Our one-year Garden Design Diploma 

led by Andrew Wilson is firmly established as one of the leading 
qualifications for those seeking a career in garden design. 


Classes take place in the Orangery conference facilities at the world- 
famous Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and our students have benefited 
from experience and careers with leading UK designers such as 
Luciano Giubbilei, Jo Thompson and Philip Nixon 


Whatever your interest in gardens, we can also help you develop 
your skills with practical, inspiring short courses and an insider's 
knowledge of the profession, all in the heart of London. 


01483 762955, info@Icgd.org.uk 
www.legd.org.uk 


Waterperry Gardens 
Come and grow with us at Waterperry Gardens 


Whatever your passion, whether it's gardening or bread making, 
pruning or willow weaving, we have the course for you. We also 
offer RHS Levels 2 and 3 Horticulture courses. 


Learn in the beautiful surroundings of Waterperry Gardens, a stone's- 
throw from Oxford and home to a quality plant centre, gallery, gift 
barn and teashop. 


Visit the website to see our new 2013/14 course syllabus or 
call 01844 339254. 


01844 339226 £\\"\\ office@waterperrygardens.co.uk 
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 


Berkshire College of Agriculture 

The horticultural industry provides a number of employment 
opportunities covering many qualifications and skills. BCA has 
extensive practical facilities based around an attractive and friendly 
campus. Our up-to-date resources will support you in your education 
and practical training and our experienced and qualified staff will 
support and guide you through this new phase of learning, 

We also offer a number of A-level programmes which you can 
take alongside a Level 3 programme, so many students are taking 
up the opportunity to study A Levels such as Geography or English 
alongside the Level 3 Horticulture or Arboriculture course. 

We also offer a wide range of part-time and short courses ina 
variety of fields, covering landscape design, NPTC proficiency tests 
and chainsaw, pesticide spraying and machinery handling. Work 
based learning is designed to meet employer requirements. 


08000711666 horticulture@bea.ac.uk 
www.bea.ac.uk 


The Plant School 


The Plant Course and The Tree Course 2013 - 2014 

The Plant School continues to specialise in what it does best - combining 
students who love their plants with knowledgeable and expert enthusiasts 
who are keen to share their interest in horticulture. Students on all courses 
are able to broaden their understanding of how plants prefer to grow and how 
they interact with their surroundings. 

“The Plant School has changed my gardening life - student, 2011-2012 


Key Course Features 

+ Expert tuition by enthusiastic and knowledgeable lecturers. 

+ All courses run one day a month from September 2013 to June 2014 
+ For keen horticulturists seeking a better understanding of plants 

+ All courses incorporate a high proportion of plant identification 


01327 861150 07745 345680 
\\| rosemary@theplantschool.org www.theplantschool.org 


BEST in Horticulture 
We offer flexible routes to study RHS courses, making it easier for 
you to transform your enthusiasm for horticulture into a new career. 
Study RHS theory and practical courses with like-minded people in 
small groups. led by highly qualified professional horticulturists with 
passion for horticulture, gardening and plants. 
Study for RHS qualifications at: 
+ Ryton Organic Gardens. Warwickshire on a Saturday 
+ North Moreton, Oxfordshire on a Thursday 
+ Enrol for our online courses, studying at your own pace in 

your own home 
+ Ifyou are already have practical horticultural experience, and just 
need achance to take qualifications, we offer ‘blended’ learning with 
online study and assessment days at Ryton. 


= 
07544512501 ©) Enquiries@BESTinhorticulture.co.uk 
www.bestinhorticulture.co.uk/RHS-courses/ 


Blithfield Willow Weaving 

Eddie from Blithfield Willowcrafts has been working with willow for 
years using the traditional skills and knowledge passed on to him 
by his father. Now he wants to pass these on to you! He runs one or 
two day courses at his workshop in the heart of Staffordshire, where 
you will be able to learn the art of basket making, willow sculptures, 
hurdle fencing or anything that takes your fancy. 


07528150756 or 01889 500696 
blithfieldwillowcrafts@gmail.com 
www.blithfieldwillowcrafts.co.uk 
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Kate Bradbiry’s new book, 
reviewed over the page, helps us 
to becomieimore aware a 
wildlife gardendts. 


Book reviews 


THE WILDLIFE 
GARDENER 

by Kate Bradbury 
Kyle Books, £16.99 
ISBN 978-0857831576 


onre 


To be instructive and enjoyable, 

we ask of any practical book that 

its author be immersed passionately 
in its subject matter. This leaps out 
of every page of Kate Bradbury's 
book. Her outlook may at times 
challenge the practice of those of us 
who garden primarily with the 
purpose of growing plants well; 
nevertheless it is enthusiasm that 
carries this book forward rather 
than self-righteousness. 

[At 135 pages, the book is an easy 
read and full of punchy, practical 
tips for improving the wildlife 
interest in even the smallest of 
gardens, However, intimate and vital 
connections between habitat, plants, 
invertebrates, birds and mammals 
keep cropping up, so that the reader, 
almost by stealth, will gain an insight 
into the study of ecology and an 
understanding of wider 
environmental concerns. Huge as 
these topics are, it is the author's 
belief that domestic gardens and the 
actions of individuals have an 
important part to play. Her 
energetic, practical approach lends a 
persuasive weight to this argument. 

‘The first half of the book 
includes chapters on shelter, food, 
‘water and use of pesticides. 


Planting for 
pollinators — one 
of the steps that 
Kate's book 
encourages. 


Embedded in these chapters 
are step-by-step instructions for 
ten ‘projects’ such as making a 
hedgchog box, a solitary bee ‘hotel, 
ora green roof. The second half of 
the book comprises a ‘mini field 
guide’ with illustrations and 
discussion of the more common 
and notable garden visitors. Each 
entry concludes with tips on 
attracting them to your garden. 
Throughout, Kate Bradbury is 
refreshingly frank in acknowledging 
the tensions that can arise between, 


gardening for wildlife and gardening 
for aesthetic effect or for the table. 
She is happy to recognise that 
conflicts of interest do occur 

and to offer choice to the reader. 
Usually, the less welcome habits 


of wild visitors are presented 
conscientiously, with the occasional 
lapse — what garden won't suffer at 
the hands of voles, for instance? It 
may take a considerable adjustment 
for many of us to follow all of her 
suggestions, but the book tends. 
to encourage consideration on 
a case-by-case basis rather than 
being prescriptive. 

Allin all, a thoughtful 
and invigorating read. 


Rory Dusoir is a Kew-trained 
gardener and writer 


book offer 
RRP £16.99. Reader offer 
price £15.29 including p&p. 
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THE ETHICUREAN COOKBOOK 
by The Ethicurean 
Ebury Press, £25 

ISBN 978-0091949921 


It'sa fantastic time to be a foodie in 
the UK. Farmers’ markets, artisan 
producers and street food have 
created an incredible buzz about 
good food. It is now widely 
recognised by home cooks and 
restaurants alike that provenance, 
seasonality and freshness of 
ingredients are vital if you want the 
best flavours. Ethicurean, an award- 
winning restaurant and kitchen 
garden just south of Bristol have 
built up a reputation for tasty, 
inspiring food, Run by a team of 
four, their ethos of seasonality and 
local sourcing is captured perfectly 
in their first cookbook, 

The book takes us through a 
year at Barley wood, the productive 
walled garden, orchards and 
Victorian glasshouse where 
Ethicurean is based. Gardener Mark 
grows fruit, vegetables and herbs 
and the chefs seek out other 
ingredients from small scale 
producers in the area, whether it’s 
goat's meat, salt-marsh lamb or 
local cheeses, 

Jason Ingram’s photography 
is beautiful. Images of food, the 
garden, the team and 
celebrations such as the 
‘wassail all combine to give a 


sense of this special place. The food 
looks and reads as delicious, but 
with techniques such as smoking 
and some relatively difficult to get 
hold of ingredients this book is 
probably best suited to the more 
adventurous or confident cook. That 
said, the book does feature an 
extensive suppliers list, which should 
help with sourcing. 

Throughout there are hints and 
tips that will appeal to gardeners, 
from extolling the virtues of 
vegetable clamps and pickling 
nasturtium seeds to recipes such as 
roast courgette soup. Whether it’s 
encouraging an interest in long- 
forgotten foods such as quince or 
encouraging a spot of foraging, this 
book is a wonderful celebration of 
the best of British food and produce. 

The book covers drink too, 
from the cider and apple juice made 
from their orchard to a selection of 
tempting cocktails. Even if you 
don't intend to whip up some of 
the suggestions, they make for 
fascinating reading. In a crowded 
market of food books this has a 
refreshing feel. Any foodie worth 
their sea salt should have a copy. 


Louise Curley is the voice behind 
the Wellywoman garden blog 


book offer 


RRP £25. Reader offer 


price £22.50 including p&p 


100 PLANTS THAT 
ALMOST CHANGED 
THE WORLD 

by Chris Beardshaw 
Papadakis, £12.99 

ISBN 978-1906506193, 


Chris Beardshaw is something of a 
horticultural all-rounder: award- 
winning designer; broadcaster and 
columnist; passionate educationalist 
and consummate plantsman. 

In this attractive little book he 
brings together what he describes as 
an‘arbitrary and slightly irreverent 
collection of tales and facts that 
amuse and inspire’ him. From ‘The 
‘Truth about Mandrake’ to ‘Fungus 
and the French Revolution; his fact- 
finding has been gathered from 
history, folklore and science, 
exploring some of the fascinating 
and little-known stories about the 
plants that surround us. 

At first glance, this book feels 
like a drawstring bag full of 
miscellaneous facts. But despite its 
apparent lack of direction it makes 
engaging reading. There are plenty 
of ‘Well I never knew that’ moments, 
from the fact that a mother-in-law's 
tongue can neutralise over 107 
pollutants to the discovery that 
dahlias were once grown by the 
Spanish as a potential food source. 

Designer Shirlynn Chui-Jacobs’ 
witty, contemporary and colourful 
illustrations go a long way to making 
the book an enticing read. 


Paula McWaters is a gardening 
writer and editor 


book offer 
RRP £12.99. Reader offer 
price £11.99 including p&p. 
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Book reviews 


by William Edmonds 
Frances Lincoln, £20 
ISBN 978-0711233652 


WEEDS 


The 


WEEDING 
(& DARWIN) 


My heart sank when I first set eyes 
on this, The cover heralded an 
erudite and comprehensive guide, 
perhaps imported from the USA 
that looked set to be as dull as it 
was worthy, 

Well, I was wrong. This is a 
sporadically rib-tickling page turner 
full of fascinating information. With 
‘a more engaging cover design it 
would absolutely fly off the shelves. 

Edmonds is a professional 
gardener and former teacher whose 
enthusiasm for his subject is 
infectious. “The most stunning 
breakthrough in plant evolution 
was the arrival of angiosperms, the 
flowering plants... around 140 
million years ago} he writes, and you 
find yourself nodding in agreement. 

‘Taking Sun Tzu's exhortation to 
“know your enemy’ as his starting 
point, and the observations of 
Charles Darwin as a guiding light, 
Edmonds focuses on 100 weeds to 
know and, crucially, what to do 
about them. These are ordered 
according to the “Tree of Plant 
Evolution’ produced by scientists at 
Kew, harnessing advances in DNA 
analysis to group the offenders 
under headings from Basal 


108 


WEEDS, WEEDING (& DARWIN) 


Angiosperms to Core Eudicots. 
‘Clearly you don't need to know that 
duckweed belongs to the former 
group and Rhododendron ponticum 
falls into the latter category in order 
to control them, but it is supremely 
satisfying to call them something 
other than a blessed nuisance. 

Each weed is illustrated and 
named in Latin, to rule out any 
confusion, then brought into three- 
dimensional relief with a series of 
observations and anecdotes that 
are often amusing and always 
fascinating. Finally, he offers advice 
‘on what to do about each culprit. 

Will you feel better about 
finding horsetail in your garden 
when you learn that it holds traces 
of gold, cadmium and zinc? Did 
you realise that Japanese knotweed_ 
has claims to be the largest single 
female in the world? And how soon 
can you pass on the fact that 
taraxacology is the study of 
dandelions, as pursued by‘an 
international coterie of dandelion 
geeks’ Buy this book and not only 
will your weed control techniques 
improve, but your dinner party 
conversation will veer off into 
hitherto uncharted territory. 


Jodie Jones isa freelance writer 
specialising in gardens 


book offer 
RRP £20. Reader offer 
price £18 


THE COTSWOLDS’ 
FINEST GARDENS 

by Tony Russell 

Amberley Publishing, £15.99 
ISBN 978-1445614724 


England's gardening heartland? A 
controversial thing to say, but over 
the course of the 20th century, 
gardeners in the Cotswolds played 
a major role in creating that 
particular model of garden 
making — firm structures framing 
loose planting - which has 
become quintessentially English. 
So, it is good to have such a well- 
illustrated guide to the gardens of 
the area, from someone who 
knows it intimately and writes 
with knowledge and enthusiasm. 

‘The one thing we're lacking is 
a sense of context. The visitor 
might ask why Cotswold gardens 
are special — is it simply because 
they happen to occur in a 
particular triangle of much-visited 
country? That the area’s gardens 
are at root, the result of a loosely 
connected group of people, 
including many ‘Henry James 
Americans’ is one of the most 
fascinating and romantic stories 
in British garden history. The 
area's climate and geology has had 
a defining impact too, and is the 
kind of thing visiting gardeners 
need to know about. 


Noél Kingsbury is a gardens 
author and plantsman 


book offer 
RRP £1 Reader offer 
price £14.50 including p&p. 
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GERTRUDE JEKYLL: 


HER ART RESTORED AT UPTON GREY 


by Rosamund Wallinger 
Garden Art Press, £29.95 
ISBN 978-1870673808 


Gertrude 
Jekyll 


Her Art Restored 


Rowman 
Willing 


When, in 1908, Charles Holne, one 
of the movers and shakers in the 
Arts and Crafts Movement, wanted 
anew garden, he turned to the 
leading designer of the day: 
Gertrude Jekyll. Over two years, 
she drew up detailed plans for the 
five-acre plot, for a formal garden 
and a wild garden. 

In 1984, Rosamund Wallinger 
arrived at Upton Grey. By now, 
little remained of Jekyll’s scheme. 
Undaunted, or perhaps 
unhampered, by her lack of 
horticultural knowledge, Wallinger 
set about restoring it, repairing the 
hard landscaping, tracking down 
Jekyll’s plans, and recreating, with 
exactitude, her original planting. 

This book is first and foremost 
a work of scholarship — recording, 
with exemplary thoroughness and 
in precise detail, the fruits of 30 
years of patient endeavour at Upton 
Grey. Its value will be greatest for 
serious students of garden design 
and, in particular, planting design. 
Viewing Jekyll’sspidery plans 
alongside photographs of the 
finished borders and the individual 


plants that make them up, is both 
illuminating and strangely moving. 
But this book also reminds us that 
Jekyll was so much more than the 
arch-colourist celebrated today: a 
pioneer of Mediterranean planting; 
an innovator in the wilds in the 
formal garden; and a superb writer 
— the quotations are beautifully 
chosen, and always revealing, 
Readers accustomed to the 
sumptuous visuals of GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED may find the 
photography a litte flat, but 
photographer Dick Longficld’s 
ambition has been not to make us 
swoon, but to document, clearly 
and faithfully, what is there — and 
in particular to trace Jekyll’s 
techniques in successional planting. 
Most interesting are Wallinger’s 
sharp observations on ‘the challenges 
as well as the virtues of a hundred- 
year-old garden: The old cultivars 
she has tracked down with such 
assiduity are often less good than 
new ones, invariably harder to 
manage, sometimes, as with 
Japanese knotweed and giant 
hogweed, horticultural pariahs 
today. Her failures and frustrations 


are documented as meticulously as 
the rewards. But in this book, as in 
her garden, Wallinger clearly takes 
immense joy in creating‘a 
testament to Gertrude Jekyll’s 
knowledge, understanding of 
nature, and to her art? 


Ambra Edwards is a writer 
specialising in gardens 


book offer 
RRP 5. Reader offer 
price £2795 includ 


THE TEMPLE OF FLORA 
by Robert John Thomton 
Taschen, £34.99 

ISBN 978-3836536332 
Areprint of the original 1799 
classic, featuring sections on 
the origin of the work and 
the life of its author. 


GROWING UP THE WALL 
* by Sue Fisher 
PTE Green Books, £9.95 

Me tesa 'SBN978-0857841004 
How to transform previously 
plant-free zones into thriving, 


tolk about 


gardens 


ISBN 978-2080201430 
From new innovations to 
notable designers and their 


Most featured books are available to readers at 
special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go to www.gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed 
here, and mentioned inthe magazine, are available to order Via 
‘www gardensilustrated.com/shop. Alternatively, call O1872 562318 
with your creel or debt card details, or send a cheque payable 
to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: Gardens llustrated Bookshop, 

PO Bor 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR1I 4WJ, Free delivery within UK. 
\Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per order. please 
cal 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
{data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998, All book orders 
are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 
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There's still ime in the season to enjoy 
scented pelargoniums ~ see our plant 
profile on page 54 — and as summer 
draws to a close you can bring your 
plants indoors so you can enjoy them all 
year round. Woottens of Wenhaston are 
offering a scented pelargoniums 
collection at a special 20% discount 

for GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers. 


Offer 
Choose from either Collection 1 or 2 - see 
right for your choice. Plants are supplied 
fully established in 9em pots along with 
detailed care instructions, Prices include 
p&p, Plants will be sent Ist class Royal Mail. 


v 


Pelargonium 4 
P. tomentosiiaity 


‘Attar of Roses’ 


How to order 
* By telephone Call 01502 478258 with ; 
slaee 3 " Collection 1 
details of your debit or credit card. “ 
3 x scented pelargoniums: 
* Online www.woottensplants.com " : 
1xP.Attar of Roses 
and then click on the Special Offers tab. 
1xP. tomentosum 
* By post Please complete the 1xP. Pink Capricorn’ 
coupon below and send it to: Offer code PELO3 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Pelargonium 
Offer. Woottens of Wenhaston. 
Blackheath, Wenhaston, Halesworth. 


Suffolk IP19 SH. Collection 2 


6 x scented pelargoniums: 
Offer ends 31 August 2013. Available 2xP.Attar of Roses’ 
to UK mainland only. Please note Plants 2.x. tomentosum 00 
may be substituted if original choice 2xP."Pink Capricorn’ 
unavailable. Every effort will be made Offer code PELOG P. ‘Pink Capricorn 


to make these as similar as possible. 


ORDER FORM — PLEASE SEND ORDER & PAYMENT to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Pelargonium Offer, 


j Woottens of Wenhaston, Blackheath, Wenhaston, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 SHD 


y Collection Choice Price: Qty [Total EE 
Collection 1~ PELO3 1750 if —— 
en Lista enclose a cheque for $ made payable to Woottens of i 
| | Collection2-PELOs | £3100incp&p fe Wenhaston and with my name and address on the back. H 
H TOTAL £ i 
H CREDIT/DEBIT CARD H 
i Please chargemy [Visa C1 Mastercard 1 Maestro i 
: ; 
' Card Number: : 
i Title Initial__ Surname DOO COO Ooo H 
aes Expiry Date: LT ]/ C1 Maestro Issue No: i 
H Security Number (last 3 digits on signature strip): H 
H Postcode. i 
{Telephone number Signature 


0 
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As their name suggests, Simply Roses 
focus on all things roses. There is a 
floral design service, which uses freshly 
cut roses, and a planting design service 
that gives you options for including 
roses and other scented plants in 

your garden whatever its size - or 

even designing new rose planting 
schemes from scratch, 

In addition they offer a range of 
rose-related products including picking 
baskets, arranging jugs, pruning shears 
twine and snips, and hand wash or 
candles made with Rosa damascena oil 


For GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers, Simply 
Roses is offering its Gardener's Hand Care 
collection, which includes Rose Pruning 
Gauntlets in nubuck with resistant cotton 
sleeves, and 300m Rosa damascena 
paraben-free hand wash, packaged in an 
attractive hessian sack. Price £24.95 
(save £4.95) plus £5.95 p&p. 


How to order 

Go to www.simplyroses.com/offer.htm 
and complete the order details for your 
special Gardener's Hand Care offer. 


Offer ends 31 October 2013, 

Available to UK mainland only. 

+ You can find out more about 

Simply Roses at www.simplyroses.com 


If you garden in a small space, you'll be 
interested to know that online retailer 
The Balcony Gardener has you in mind 
with its range of containers, furniture, 
tools, seeds and other products and 
accessories perfect for a garden with 
limited space. They also provide a ready 
made container service allowing you to 
choose from four different styles. 


To mark our small gardens issue, the 
Balcony Gardener are offering readers a 
10% discount across their range. 


How to order 
Go to wwwthebalconygardener.com and 
make your order. To gain your discount, 
enter code GI2013 when prompted, 
Delivery is charged at the standard rate. 
Please see website for details. 


Offer ends 31 August 2013 
Available to UK mainland only. 
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Letters 


Star letter 


French defence 

I can only echo Louisa Jones (Talking Point, issue 197) with regard to gardens in France, except 
to emphasise that there are many fine gardens in Normandy. Unfortunately these are 
frequently missed by many British visitors as they head south to Provence or the Dordogne 
area. Our present garden in the Orne region of Basse Normandie, based on the classic English 
country garden, was created by a French lady who is a very keen plantswoman. The wide range 
of trees, shrubs and flowers in the garden encourage a range of wildlife, insects, birds and 
animals, while the vegetable garden and orchard provide a range of produce. In April and May 
there is a wonderful display, firstly of cherry and pear blossom, followed by the apple trees, 


Roderick Urquhart, by email 


HYBRID: 

Science boon 

It was good to see Tom Petherick’s piece 
about the Real Seed Catalogue in issue 199 
[page 72]; they do indeed produce one of 
the most interesting ranges of vegetable seed 
around. However I must take issue with 
both Ben's and Tom’s objections to hybrid 
vegetables and crops. Without hybrid and 
other high-yielding crops the world would 
have been suffering catastrophic famines 
from the 1960s onwards. While today’s 
‘hi-tech’ crops are produced overwhelmingly 
for commercial growers, there are many 
good spin-offs for domestic gardeners, 

with pest and disease resistant varieties 
becoming increasingly available — carrots 
with resistance to carrot fly being an 
example many of us are grateful for. 

‘Nol Kingsbury, by email 


FLOWE 
Foxglove fan 

Tam very pleased with a cluster of white 
digitalis grown from your seeds, which 
light up a shady area in my Pembrokeshire 


which are the basis of the perry and cider-making industry in the locality. Our French 
neighbours are enthusiastic gardeners, and though they have little or no knowledge of the 
Chelsea Flower Show, they are familiar with David Austin roses! 


country garden. Next year I hope to add 
some orange specimens, adding interest to 
the already abundant wild growing species. 
Tam a foxglove aficionado and am always 
interested in what other colours are available. 
Silvia Walton, by email 

ED'S REPLY: A great place to see foxgloves in 
all their glory and variety is The Botanic 
Nursery in Wiltshire near Bath. Tel 07850 
328756, www.thebotanicnursery.co.uk. 


Time flies 

love the surprises I always find when 
reading your magazine all the way through. 
In your feature on aquilegias [issue 197, page 
76} I read: “Named last century for Charles 
Darwin's granddaughter, Aquilegia vulgaris 
var. stellata ‘Nora Barlow} and it took me 
somewhat aback. I just never think of myself 
as being born in the last century. Thanks for 
reminding me and giving me a good chuckle 
to start my day. 

Suzanne Edney, by email 

ED'S REPLY: And it's worse than that of course. 
Most of us were born in the last millennium. 


WRITE TO US & WIN 

The star letter wins a pair of Felco secateurs, offering 
superior cutting ability and ease of use. Choose 
between the ergonomically designed No 8 for larger 
hands or No 6 for smaller, both worth £59.99, For 
details of Felco’s full range go to wwwfelco.com 


ELC 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, 
9th Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Parks and gardens, like all 
public services, are under 
immense pressure from 
budget cuts, That Is why it is 
more important than ever that 
people show how much they 
use and value green spaces. 
Last month, Keep Britain 
Tidy stepped in to save the 
Love Parks Week campaign 
following the closure of parks 
charity GreenSpace. By 
bringing together this flagship 
campaign with our Green 
Flag Awards programme, 
which celebrates more than 
1,400 of the country's best 
parks and gardens, our goal 
is to encourage millions more 
people to visit their local 
green space. There is a huge 
body of research that shows 
parks are vital in maintaining 
healthy communities. So we 
need people to join us by 
getting out and using their 
local parks and gardens. If 

we fail to use them, we are 

in danger of losing them. For 
more information please visit 
www.keepbritaintidy.org/ 
greenflagaward. Or to find out 
more about Love Parks Week, 
starting 27 July, visit www. 
loveparksweek.org.uk 


+ What's your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
‘We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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‘ACROSS DOWN 
1 Plant of impatiens genus ~ basal ‘2 Hollyhock genus in autumnal 
distortion at start of May (6) ceanothus (5) 


'5 Golden rod genus (8) 3 Removed nut cases! (7) 
‘9 Virginia takes this for awoodbine(7) 4/21 Another name for Hydrangea 
10 Collingwood, aka'Cherry;plant macrophylla (7) 

ccollector/gardener partly pruning 5 Mushrooms? Green vegetables, 
rambler (6) actually (7) 

U1 foersters frst lark about! (4) ‘6 County location, in short, of Belvoir 
32ega tomato plant’sbranch Castle (5) 

of flower (5) 7 Tum the soi - archaeological 
13Genus Vitis there'sagreat one _exploration finished? (3,4) 


£8 Location of Ireland's National Botanic 
Gardens - possibly enslaving! (9) 


at Hampton Court Palace! (4) 
‘4Evergreen shrubsin barberry 


family -in Britain and in Asia (8) 12 Cares for ten daffodis (ust 
16 To grow strongly, blossom (6) theends) (5) 

7 Produced by fungi- propagated 15 Genus of ferns - um. alpines 
initialy in rambling roses (6) perhaps? (9) 

19 Using hose, say, possibly near twig (8) 16 This dwarf tomato isa symbolic 
21See ddn. thing (5) 

22 Space (sowehear)forthe rhubarb 18 Colourful wriggle found in compost 
genus (5) heap (34) 

23England's ‘garden’ locationin sunken 19 Beetle, feeding on plants we 

terrain (4) destroyed, ives! (7) 

25 Healthy growth (6) 20 eg gathers moss from lawn? (5.2) 


26 Deeply cut,asacerleaves are since 22 Concerning the countryside (5) 


dmutiated (7) 224 Describes piant with swelings —in 
28Monkey flower genus—mumis flipping belladonna (5) 

moving around middle of July (7) 27 Crisp long leaved lettuce (3) 

£29 Wood resembling mahogany — 

please change 6) 

SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH'S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 
sus 


SOLUTIONS 
1. Warmth 5 Catinus 9 Gall 10 Marguerite 11 Aconitum 12 Pampas 14 Robin 16 Saturate 
118 Marjoram 21 Besom 23 Sweet pea 25 Alcathaea 27 Bean 2B Bearded 29 Maries. 


DOWN: 2 Araucaria 3 Melon 4/22A Hampton Court 5 Corymbs 6 Trumpet 7 Nor 8 Sitka 
133 Morus 15 Bijou 17 Temperate 19 Rotated 20 Mustard 21 Bee balm 22 Caleb 24 Tuber 26 Ada 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


TO ORDER CALL 


+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
‘Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box. 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 
SINGLE ISSUES 
‘copy/copies of issue(s) 
NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
LJUK-£4:39 per copy LJUK~ £549 per copy 
LJEU-£5.19 per copy LIJEU-£649 per copy 
LRestof world-£5.99percopy J Rest of world - £749 per copy 
CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


0844 844 0253 


would like to order, 
‘SUBSCRIBERS 


would ike to order slipcase(s) 
‘SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
(C1uk-£750each C1 Uk-£950each 
LJEU-£850each LJEU-£1075 each 


(JRest of world -£9:50 each LURest of world - £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices 
Po PAYMENTDETALS 


Dlenclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for 


Hlwould tke to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa Mastercard Maestro 
[ [ 


C7 Issue no. (Maestro only) 


Date // 


YOUR DETAILS 


Forename 


Daytimeteino. 


‘Subscriber number (applicable) 


TTING SPIRITUALLY 
Qs handcrafted woodeu swing seats 


www.cleftwood.com 


Cleft oak fencing and gates for gardens large and small. 


Training courses in the Home Counties 


07813 760763 


TRUSTED & ENDORSED BY VETS & PET OWNERS WORLDWIDE 


oy Rocks 


STOP pet urine burn.marks...naturally, 


BEFOREDog Rotks ‘AFTER Dou Rocke 


Dog Rocks placed in 
your dog’s water bow! 
help stop pet urine 
lawn burn patches 


-o cal 


© cur umllen eds, © 


peiscomer 


www.dogrocks.co.uk f@ T: 01628 822243 


Take a stroll around some of Britain's most 
beautiful gardens to soak up the summer. 


1 MELBOURNE HALL GARDENS 
Melbourne Hall Gardens is an 
18th-century style garden with fine 
statuary, decorative pools, a yew 
tunnel and Robert Bakewell’s famous 
wrought iron arbour known as The 
Birdcage. Rare and unusual plants 
and shrubs abound in this unique 
garden, Once home to Victorian 
Prime Minister, Viscount Melbourne 
who gave his name to Melbourne 

in Australia. Hall open during August. 


ADDRESS Melbourne, Derbyshire DE73 8EN 
| © | 01332 862502 \\. 5 www.melbournehall.com 


2 ABBOTSBURY 
SUBTROPICAL GARDENS 
Winner of the HHA/Christie's Garden 
of the Year Award in 2012 and 
described by Alan Titchmarsh as 
“One of the finest gardens | have ever 
visited”. Located near Weymouth, 
these gardens are now considered 
one of the best in the country, famous 
for hydrangeas, rhododendrons and 
stunning summer colour. 

Open 10am-6pm, 7 days a week 
except for Christmas and New Year. 


DDNESS Bullers Way, Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
|: 01305 871387 \' | www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


4 RENISHAW HALL & GARDENS 
Renishaw Hall & Gardensis truly 
beautiful place to visit. Home to the 
Sitwell family fornearly 400 years, 
current owner Alexandra Sitwell invites 
youto visit her home and the gardens for 
which Renishawis so famous. Italianate 
intheir influence, the gardens feature 
seasonal highlights including magnolias, 
biuebells and delphiniums. Fascinating 
Hall tours show how the history of the 
familys filed with writers, innovators 


and eccentrics, Hall open during August on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. 


\DDRESS Renishaw, Derbyshire S21 3WB 
| 01246 432310 Wi 5 www.renishaw-hall.co.uk 


MENT FEATURE 


3 TRENTHAM GARDENS 
Winners of the 2010 European Award 
for Historic Garden Restoration. Vast 
perennial plantings by renowned 
designers Tom Stuart-Smith and Piet 
Oudolt present breathtaking vistas. 
Enjoy the Italian Garden, mile-long 

® lake, show gardens, adventure 

J playground, woodland walks and 
tearoom with panoramic views. 
Adjacentis an impressive shopping 
village and garden centre. 


Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST48JG 
01782646646 \\! = www.trentham.co.uk 


5 SIR HAROLD HILLIER GARDENS 
‘These internationally renowned gardens 
havea magnificent collection of over 500 
Champion Treesand over 40,000 plants, 
including 13 National Plant Collections. 
Seasonal highlights include: Spring Walk, 
Magnolia Avenue, beautiful summer 
borders and stunning autumn colour. 
Atthe momentweare celebrating the 
opening of the iconic centenary border. 
Thisis aperennial border that stretches 
for 250 metres, andis one of the largest 
double borders in Europe. 


£55 Jermyns lane, Ampfield, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0QA 
01794 369318 \" 5 www.hilliergardens.org.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Tne gardeners patch 


to cultivate your productive garden 


A guide to everything you nee: 


NORTHERN POLYTUNNELS 
Northern Polytunnels have over 40 years 
experience in the design and manufacture 
of high quality polytunnels and fruit cages. 
“Superb service from first contact. First rate 
product, delighted” customer comment. 
Quote GAR123 for 10% discount. 


11 01282 873120 
WEB www.northernpolytunnels.co.uk 


GRAZERS LTD 

Effective against damage trom rabbits, 
pigeons and deer. Safe to use on edible 
and ornamental plants. Harmless to pets. 
Used successfully by farmers & growers 
since 1999, Find local stockists online. 
Prices from £13.99. 


TEL 01944 778081 
WES www.grazers.co.uk 


ORGANIC TOMATO FEED 

Feed hungry tomatoes regularly to help 

fruit develop and ripen. Economical and 

effective, 1 litre of Chase Organic Tomato 

Feed will provide 12 plants with the potash- 

rich nutrients they need for a whole fruiting 

season. Perfect for your aubergines and 

peppers too. 

TEL 01932 253666 
www.organiccatalogue.com 
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JOSEPH BENTLEY - 
TRADITIONAL GARDEN TOOLS 
Gold Cut by Joseph Bentley is anew 
cutting range with a real point of 
difference. Gold Cut™ features titanium 
coated blades that conjoins with our 
high grade steel to create a top-class 
cutting tool with a traditional and stylish 
look. Gold Cut's titanium coated blades 
offer increased resistance to rust, wear 


GRIFFIN GLASSHOUSES LTD 
Griffin Glasshouses design, build and install 
the highest quality bespoke aluminium 
glasshouses to meet your individual 
requirements. With their unique glazing 
system you get the look of wood but without 
the continual maintenance headaches. 


01962 772512 
WES www.griffinglasshouses.com 


and corrosion and will last up to four times 
longer than standard steel blades. As well 
as this, each tool in the range offers comfort 
and ergonomics as standard, 
©. 01905 791984 
www josephbentley.co.uk 


Ay 
ce SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF INSTA 
as HEDGES AND SPECIMEN TREES 


Professional Instant Hedge and Tree Installers, coupled 
with unrivalled customer satisfaction over 30 years. 


1.8 — 2m high Beech in production Laurel just installed on site Instant maturity 


We create tree landscapes and green screens to suit every garden and 
gardener, from individual trees and instant hedges to bespoke UK wide 
projects for designers, architects and property developers 


Our tree nursery is a comprehensive shop window of Specimen and 
Screening trees, Topiary and Instant Hedges. Practicality Brown are the 
sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge — the only true Instant Hedge 


Trees for immediate impact Privacy and noise screening 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 
Iver Stud, Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 
Tel: 01753 652022 Fax: 01753 653007 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 


Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 


G P fol To advertise call Katie Larkman on O117 314 8391 
ke c nN age S or email katie.larkman@immediate.co.uk 


garden designer 

With inspirational teaching 
from world class designers 
in the heart of London 

For more details visit: 


dovetail greenhouses ; www.|cgd.org. Us! 


We design and build to suit your requirements 


. : 
B.S i" 
Train to be a professional a by 


Ne 


Statts, B78 SHP 


All types of glazing options available 


it 
Furniture in Oak, Iroko & Accoya, 


OFFER AVAILABLE WHILE STOCKS LAST! 


www.teaktiger.com 0800 068 0333 


To advertise call Katie Larkman on 0117 314 8391 


or email katie.larkman@immediate.co.uk G fe =) nN Page S 


NURSERIES PEST CONTROL 
PERHILL PLANTS§ Viv Marsh Postal Plants 


‘www.perhillplants.co.uk/shop | 
email: perhilp@btconnect.com = 3 
tel:01299 896329 EFFECTIVE/AGAINST DAMAGE FROM 


01939 291 475 
postalplants.co.uk Harmiess to people, pets, plants & the planet 
No smell (fo humans) 
HHIOPIES GIROVIE NUIRSIERINES Successfully used by farmers and growers 


nO} since 1999) 
‘Tue Hepeine PLant Spectatists re 


‘Our full colour brochure ls FREE om request and includes: 


HEDGING, YOUNG TREES, AZALEAS & RHODODENDRONS, CONIFERS, 
CLIMBERS, GROUND COVER, ORNAMENTAL GRASSES)SPECIMEN, 
aoe a COrtAny & FRUYT ‘Also effective against mice, vole & squirrel 
; damage 


Lasts up to 6 weeks 
Systemic (absorbed through the lea) 


Collections very welcome by apy 
oa Crere Nurseries, Smallhythe Road, Tenterde® Kent TN30 7L1 
a Tel: 01580 765600 * Fax: 01580 766894 


treats 100m? 


email: sales@hopesgrovenurseriés.co.0k 750ml 


Web: mu treats 200m’ 
. 


der specialist: nation 


AVAILABLE FROM MANY 

GARDEN CENTRES, 

MAIL ORDER GARDEN SHOPS 

‘OR ONLINE 

For more information and to find your local stockists contact: 
www.grazers.co.uk info@grazers.co.uk Tel: 01944 77808! 


‘¢ open Jam—Spm Me 
5 P 


jubmit synopsis TREEHOUSES 
plus 3 samplt apters 
tor 
cheeky 
Olympia Publishers 


Nias (ole) jespoke design and built 
BPEONIES 60 Cannon st, monkey Bespoke design and bul 
i A London, EC4N 6NP treats rechoutes, playhouse: 
800 varieties ree Nouses and elevated platforms 
ecuiistine wurmolympiapublishers.com 


www.cheekymonkeytreehouses.co.uk t: 01403 732 452 


eee is 
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‘Al our supports are handcrafted 
in Tenbury Wells from Solid Steel 
which are affordable and robust. 
The plant Girdle as featured here 
is only £995 


www.plantsupports.co.uk 


Andrew Crace 


ae. 
rae 
en ie 


Annual labelling is a thing of the 
past with Alitags. Simply write 
on Alitags aluminium labels 
with Alitags or HB pencil. The 
pencil will react with our 
specially made aluminium tags 
and become permanent. 


Alitags labels can also be 
punched with Alitags character 
punches & jig. 


Copper, Teak, Bamboo labels 
are also available. | 4 


Alitags, 33 Bourne Lane, 
Much Hadham, | 
Hertfordshire SG1o 6ER, UK. 
Tel 01279 842685 ) 


noni 


Gifts & Gardens 


www.giftsandgardens.com 
Bamboo Cloches 


dome and available in 5 sizes plus a 


tunnel cloche. These attractive cloches_ Garden Friends : Kingfisher, Hare, Cats, Chickens, etc 
protect plants & seeding from damage 

by animals, footballs, light frost and 
wind-chil. Fleece & newspaper can be 


used to cover the plants inside the 


cloches during periods of heavy frost =3s aad y, 
The micro climate inside the cloches 


promotes growth and allows rain 
through to the plants 
Wooden Doorstops 
Candle Lanterns 
with a small tray 
inside fora tea 
light candle. 
Christmas Tree, Owl, 
Reindeer, Pig, Dog, 
Cat, Lobster, etc. 


Hanging Wooden Signs : 60 Texts 


os 


Wooden Keyrings : 90 Locations 
33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG1o 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 


Stone Lanels :50 Texts 
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a ON’SALE 23 AUGUST 
Available in ainsbury's,Tesco and Waitrose stores, as well as 


[good magazine retailers andasa digital version. 
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GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 
edition ~ search ‘Gardens 
Illustrated’ on the App Store, 
Google Play or Zinio.com 


the writer’s plot 


Stark climes 


On returning from Iceland, our columnist reels from the shock of the primitive 


FRANK RONAN 


here is a good story 
that when the Bible 
was first read to 


Orecadians in the vernacular, 
even the most solemn of 
them fell about laughing at 
the incident in Genesis 
where Adam and Eve felt 
compelled to run and hide 
their nakedness among the 
trees of the Garden of Eden. 
For in all of Orkney the 
most substantial tree that 
was known, and therefore 
could be imagined, was a 
gooseberry bush, and a 
scant one at that, and you 
couldn’t but laugh at an 
image of the shivering 
couple trying to conceal 
themselves behind it. 

Just back from the north of 
Iceland where I thought of 
that story more than once; 
where even a gooseberry 


bush would stand out lush against infinite prospects with nothing 
aspiring higher than lichen and moss; where miniaturised willows 
prostrate themselves in the cracks of lava. It isa shock to the system 


to be able to drive hour after hour through mile after mile of 


relentless beauty and all of it achieved without recourse to a single 


tree or a leaf that is bigger than your fingernail. Was this the 
primitive, newly erupted world in which Adam and Eve found 
themselves after the fall? 


The further north you go the simpler everything becomes. 


It is good for a gardener to spend time in places that are beyond 


gardening. I remember being shown around a garden in 
the extremes of Scotland where one had to stop in front 
of every struggling novelty and be asked to congratulate 
the owner on its being there at all: but all the time you 
were raising your eyes and thinking how much more 
beautiful everything was beyond the deer fence and how 
the deluded gardeners had wrecked their little acre with 
their obsession and that the pathetic phlox at your feet 
had no place in the grandeur of Sutherland. 

Then you fly down into the startling green of the 
English midlands, which is relative of course: I remember 


122 


It is good for a gardener to spend time 


in places that are beyond gardening 


ANGELA HARDING 


thinking how drab and 
brown this country was 
when I first travelled here 
from Ireland. You break 
though the cloud and see 
the abundance of trees 
loitering complacently 
across our landscape, and 
somehow the shock of 
returning to the familiar is 
greater than the shock of 
all that barren beauty just 
beneath the Arctic Circle. 
You begin to wonder 

ata thousand feet, 
dispassionately, how it 
would be if winters and 
summers went on getting 
colder at the rate they have 
been recently, It is not so 
long since we were leaving 
our dahlias out all year and 
buying a Schefflera as 
casually as we now buy 
snow shovels, What if the 


day 


ice age came back and all our trees cracked and fossilised and all 
those fat fields turned to blue lichen, how long would we go on 
with our gardens and what would a garden be? 

I can delight in those fantasies until I get through my own gate 
and then I don’t want to think about this spot without the 


sheltering trees on the common or the clamouring demands of the 
neglected borders or the astonishing survivals of plants that have 
no right to be here at all. Perhaps someone else as unkind as me 


Frank Ronanisa 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


might stand on my terrace and think that it is all more beautiful 
beyond the hedge and that I have wrecked my little third of an acre 


with a solipsistic obsession. 

Thave lived in places where the wilderness came to 
the door and loved being there, but it never occurred to 
me to stay forever. I would love to go back and spend a 
winter in Arnarfjérdur, which is possibly the most 
beautiful place in the world, and where there is nothing, 
and in winter there would not even be light except for a 
dull glimmer at midday. That would be an experience of 
the most profound kind. But Adam delved and so we 
come home to garden and we shape our little acres and 
‘want to stay forever. 0 
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gabriel ash (Erm. 


Gardening with your children can be great fun for all che 

family, giving them a healthy pastime and an inexpensive one 
too. Encouraging children to become budding gardeners will 
give them a fulfilling hobby chac will last a | 


etime. 


Our new ‘Budding Greenhouse’ is specially designed for children 
to encourage them to get growing. It measures 6f¢ x 4ft, and is 


even big enough inside for adults! 


Like all Gabriel Ash greenhouses, it's made from the finest 
Western Red Cedar and, because we know that accidents can 


happen, we've used safety glass throughout 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT MONUMENT FARM, 
FARNDON, CHESTER CH3 6QP. 


Greenhouses Lean To's | Patio Glasshouses Coldframes Shed Combi Planthouses | Staging 


THE FINEST GLASSHOUSES 
MONEY CAN BUY 


For 75 years, Hartley has been synonymous with enduring style and excellence. 
Whilst we have always embraced modern technology, we've never lost sight of our founding philosophy - 
to make greenhouses that last from generation to generation. 


NOTHING ELSE IS A HARTLEY 


In support of 
ewNAy 
g > 
. 
: HARTLEY ali soranic 
YEARS + 
v a WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 PRINCE'S 
“ver? FOUNDATION 


For our brochure call or click 0800 783 8083 hartley-botanic.co.uk gi@hartleybotanic.co.uk 


